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2001 Census Fast Facts: BC Indian Reserves

Between 1996 and 2001, the population of the 62 Indian reserves
in Fraser Valley increased by 24% to 5,500 persons.
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The population of Indian reserves in the province, consisting of both Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal people, is of general interest but also of more specific interest in light of the current
focus on Aboriginal issues. Information from the 2001 Census on the total population and the
number of dwellings on Indian reserves provides our most current count of this component of
the provincial population, with socio-economic charac-teristics to follow over the next year.

Statistics Canada records Indian reserves as geographically distinct individual census
subdivisions (CSDs). According to the 2001 Census, British Columbia had 487 Indian
reserve CSDs, three Indian settlements (S-Es) and one Indian Government District
(IGD). There were also five Nisga'a villages, which had previously been classified as
Indian reserves, plus the area surrounding these villages. Many of the almost 500 Indian
reserves have very small populations, including some with no population. For purposes
of the census, only Indian reserves that are likely to have permanent population are
identified, while the many other unpopulated Indian reserves in the province are

excluded.

This and other releases are also available through the Internet at http://www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca Call (250) 387-0359 for details.
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When using Indian reserve population statistics, it is important to note that not all
persons residing on reserves are Aboriginal peoples—in 1996 only two-thirds of
persons living on reserves in B.C. were of Aboriginal identity. Also the majority of
Aboriginal people do not live on reserves—70% of the people reporting Aboriginal
identity in the 1996 Census were not living on Indian reserves. Comparable information
from the 2001 Census will be available in early 2003.

Provincial Population Living on Indian Reserves

In 2001, only three Indian reserves in B.C. were incompletely enumerated because of the
refusal of some residents to participate in the Census. This is an improvement over the
19 incompletely enumerated reserves in the 1996 Census and 18 reserves in the 1991
Census. One reserve in the Capital Regional District has not participated in the last four
censuses.

The 2001 incompletely enumerated pop-ulation living on B.C. Indian reserves was
estimated to be around 200 persons, compared to an estimated 2,350 in 1996.

The population residing on B.C. Indian reserves in 2001 was 68,235, including the
estimate for the unenumerated reserves. This represented an increase of 5.0% since
1996. The growth in the reserve population was virtually the same as the growth in the
total provincial population over the five-year period.

More than one-third (24,715) of those living on Indian reserves in 2001 resided on large
reserves in urban areas. According to the 1996 Census, less than one-quarter of the
people on the urban reserves were Aboriginal. The population of the urban reserves
grew by 7.6% between 1996 and 2001, more than twice the rate of growth of the rural
reserves (3.6%).

Regional Districts

According to the 2001 Census, the Central Okanagan Regional District had 7,857 people
living on Indian reserves, the greatest number of any regional district. Kitimat-Stikine
Regional District had the second largest number of people (7,126) living on Indian
reserves but the ethnic characteristics of the two areas are quite different. The 1996
Census indicated that in Kitimat-Stikine, 96% of the people living on Indian reserves
were of Aboriginal identity, as compared to only 8% in Central Okanagan.

In terms of growth between 1996 and 2001 in the population living on Indian reserves,
the Fraser-Fort George Regional District had the largest increase at 41.9%, although its
Aboriginal population is very small. Fraser Valley (24.0%), Powell River (19.2%) and
North Okanagan (16.2%) regional districts had the next strongest growth over the five-
year period.
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Nine regional districts experienced declines in the population living on Indian reserves
between 1996 and 2001. Cowichan Valley (-13.8%) and Bulkley-Nechako (-12.9%)
regional districts recorded double-digit declines, while Columbia-Shuswap (-8.4%) and
Skeena-Queen Charlotte (-8.2%) regional districts also had fairly large decreases.

A table of the population of Indian reserves, including the estimates for the
incompletely enumerated reserves, is available in the 2001 Census section of the BC
STATS web site (http:/ /www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca).

Forthcoming 2001 Census releases over the next year will provide additional
information on the social and economic characteristics of the population residing on
Indian reserves that have 50 or more people. The release of Aboriginal information is
scheduled for January 2003. In addition to the information from the 2001 Census, a
sample of the Aboriginal population was selected using the 2001 Census responses and
an extensive survey was carried out. The results of the Aboriginal Peoples Survey are
expected to be released by Statistics Canada in summer 2003 and will provide a detailed
profile of the Aboriginal population. A similar post-censal survey of Aboriginal peoples
was last carried out after the 1991 Census.
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British Columbia Indian Reserve Census Figures
Including Estimates for Unenumerated Reserves

Private | Land Area Population/

Census Population % Change 1996-2001 [Dwellings| Square km Square km
Regional District 1996 (1) 2001 Reserves Total RD | 2001 (2) 2001 2001
Alberni-Clayoquot 1,710 1,729 1.1 -4.1 567 19.53 88.5
Bulkley-Nechako 3,449 3,005 -12.9 -1.9 1,063 97.97 30.7
Capital 4,501 (3) 4,724 (4) 4.9 2.4 2,050 15.53 304.1
Cariboo 2,746 (3) 3,058 11.4 -1.2 983 285.86 10.7
Central Coast 2150 2258 5 -3.6 732 27.68 81.6
Central Kootenay 113 122 8 -1.9 51 7.78 15.7
Central Okanagan 7,221 7,857 8.8 8.2 3,800 11.88 661.3
Columbia-Shuswap 793 726 -84 0.2 496 84.54 8.6
Comox-Strathcona 1,235 (3) 1,385 12.1 -1.6 474 17.13 80.8
Cowichan Valley 3,111 2,681 -13.8 14 818 59.5 451
East Kootenay 598 594 -0.7 -0.1 352 160.44 3.7
Fraser-Fort George 124 176 41.9 -3.7 72 6.67 26.4
Fraser Valley 4,432 (3) 5,495 24 6.8 2,102 94.93 57.9
Greater Vancouver 5,841 (3) 6,543 12 8.5 3,137 14.96 437.4
Kitimat-Stikine 7,307 7,126 -2.5 -6.3 2,382 2,083.61 34
Mount Waddington 1,766 (3) 1,722 -2.5 -10.2 613 45.67 37.7
Nanaimo 686 727 6 4.3 254 4.08 178.3
North Okanagan 2,130 2,474 16.2 2.3 1,625 113.46 21.8
Northern Rockies 450 495 10 -2.3 163 86.56 5.7
Okanagan-Similkameen 1,781 (3) 1,729 -2.9 0.9 845 366.26 4.7
Peace River 932 1,009 8.3 -2.5 298 130.53 7.7
Powell River 598 713 19.2 -0.9 292 17.34 41.1
Skeena-Queen Charlotte 3,012 2,765 -8.2 -12.5 1,109 164.6 16.8
Squamish-Lillooet 2,514 (3) 2,666 (4) 6 12.3 917 141.35 18.9
Stikine 390 385 -1.3 -5.5 184 21.58 17.8
Sunshine Coast 764 819 7.2 2.7 405 10.87 75.4
Thompson-Nicola 4,628 5,252 (4) 13.5 0.4 2,032 644.55 8.1
British Columbia 64,982 (3) 68,235 (4) 5 49| 27,822 4,734.85 25.7
Source: Census figures: Statistics Canada - 1996 and 2001 Census of Canada

Estimates: BC STATS.

Prepared by: BC STATS,

Date Prepared:

Notes:

Ministry of Management Services
Government of British Columbia

May, 2002

(1) 1996 Census population figures are based on 2001 boundaries.

(2) Includes all occupied and unoccupied private dwellings.

(3) Provincial, Regional District and Reserve populations for 1996 include estimates of the
population of Indian Reserves that were incompletely enumerated in the 1996 Census.

(4) Provincial, Regional District and Reserve populations for 2001 include estimates of the
population of Indian Reserves that were incompletely enumerated in the 2001 Census.
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