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2006 Census Fast Facts 

Income of Families in British Columbia, 2005 

Median Income of Census Families 

According to the 2006 Census, BC’s median 
census family1 income for 2005 was $62,346, the 
fifth highest in the country, and below the 
national figure of $63,866. The median income 
is the point at which exactly half of families had 
higher incomes, and half had lower incomes. 

Median Census Family Income in Canada, 2005 
(dollars)
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The highest incomes were seen in the 
Northwest Territories ($86,132), followed by the 

                                                      

1 Census families are classified into: married couples (with or 
without children of either or both spouses), common-law couples 
(with or without children of either or both partners), and lone-
parent families by sex of parent. A couple may be of opposite or 
same sex. ‘Children’ in a census family include grandchildren 
living with their grandparent(s) but with no parents present. 

Yukon Territory ($75,251), Alberta ($73,823) 
and Ontario ($69,156). The lowest family 
incomes were seen in Nunavut ($49,270), 
Newfoundland & Labrador ($49,645), and New 
Brunswick ($52,878). 

Median Income by Census Family Type 

Among family types in British Columbia, 
married couple families with grown children 
(all 18 years and over) had the highest median 
income ($90,426) in 2005, followed by common-
law couple families with grown children 
($90,001). Lone-parent families had the lowest 
median incomes ($33,592 for families headed by 
a female, and $45,332 for families headed by a 
male). 

Family incomes in BC have not kept pace with 
the rest of the country. When compared to five 
years ago (2001 Census), BC families realized a 
1.4% increase in median income between 2000 
and 2005 (in constant 2005 dollars). For Canada 
as a whole, median family income rose 3.5%, 
and all family groups experienced at least some 
gain. 

The picture was quite different in BC, with two 
family groups posting a decline in median 
income from five years ago. Common-law 
couple families with grown children made the 
biggest gain (+9.3%) in their median family 
income, jumping from $82,338 in 2000 to 
$90,001 in 2005 (an increase of $7,663). Lone-
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parent families headed by a female showed a 
more modest 6.9% rise, from $31,428 in 2000 to 
$33,592 in 2005, an increase of $2,164. Losses in 
real family income were seen in common-law 
couple families with no children (-2.0%) and in 
lone-parent families headed by a male (-1.6%). 

Per cent Change Between 2000 and 2005 Real 
Median Census Family Income, BC and Canada
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After-Tax Census Family Income 

After-tax income refers to total income from all 
sources minus federal and provincial income 
taxes paid for 2005. In BC, married couple 
families overall had the highest median after-
tax income ($60,126 versus $54,288 for 
common-law couple families). Lone-parent 
families headed by a female had the lowest 
median after-tax family income, although the 
spread between before- and after-tax was 
smallest for this group ($1,646). Common-law 
couple families with grown children saw the 
largest spread ($12,344) between their before- 
and after-tax median family incomes. Married 
couple families with grown children also had a 
large spread ($10,981) between their before- and 
after-tax incomes. However, these two family 
groups still had the highest median after-tax 
family incomes. 

British Columbia Before Tax After Tax Spread

Total - All Census Families 62,346$   54,737$ 7,609$  

 Married couple families 69,207     60,126 9,081   
   - with no children 59,026     51,643 7,383   
   - with children under 18 74,967     64,733 10,234 
   - with only children over 18 90,426     79,445 10,981 

 Common-law couple families 62,202     54,288 7,914   
   - with no children 61,850     53,712 8,138   
   - with children under 18 59,879     52,647 7,232   
   - with only children over 18 90,001     77,657 12,344 

 Male lone-parent families 45,332     40,649 4,683   
 Female lone-parent families 33,592     31,946 1,646   

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census

Before- and After-Tax Median Census Family Income, 2005 ($)

 

Nearly half (46.3%) of female lone-parent 
families in the province had after-tax family 
incomes of under $30,000, and only 2% of this 
family group had an income of over $100,000. 
Married couple families fared best, with 16.8% 
reporting after-tax incomes of over $100,000, 
and 14.9% with under $30,000. 

After-tax Family Income, 2005, BC

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

  Female lone-parent families

  Male lone-parent families

  Common-law couple families

  Married couple families

All Census Families

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census

% under 30,000 % over 100,000

 

Median Census Family Income for Urban 
Areas in BC 

Among BC’s 26 urban centres, the highest 2005 
median family incomes were found in the 
Census Agglomerations of Kitimat ($84,979), 
Fort St. John ($82,458) and Prince George 
($72,698), and the Census Metropolitan Area of 
Victoria ($69,025). The lowest family incomes 
were in the Census Agglomerations of 
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Penticton ($53,875), Salmon Arm ($55,179), 
Parksville ($55,524) and Port Alberni ($56,260). 

Median Census Family Income (2005) for Selected 
Urban Areas (dollars), All Census Families
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Prevalence of Low Income Among Persons 
in Economic Families in BC (After Tax) 

Low income data from the census is based on 
the concept of “economic family”2. The concept 
of “economic family” may refer to a larger 
group of persons than does the “census family” 
concept. All census family persons are 
economic family persons, but an economic 
family can include additional family members 
(see footnote 2). 

BC’s female lone parents and their children 
were more likely than any other economic 
family persons to be living in a low-income 
family. The youngest female lone parents (aged 
15-24) had the highest incidence of low income 
in 2005 (68.3%, after tax), followed by children 
less than 6 years old (54.0%) in a family headed 
by a female lone parent. In every family type, 
the young were most vulnerable. 

                                                      

2 Economic family – refers to a group of two or more persons 
who live in the same dwelling and are related to each other by 
blood, marriage, common-law or adoption. For 2006, foster 
children are considered economic family persons. 

Least likely to be living in a low-income family 
were those in a couple family (8.2%). But even 
among those, the young (15-24 years old) and 
children under 18 had low income prevalence 
of more than 10%. 

Compared to Canada, economic family persons 
in BC fared worse in almost every category. On 
an after-tax basis, one in ten economic family 
members in BC were living in a low-income 
family (10.3%). The figure for Canada as a 
whole was 8.6%. 

Prevalence of Low Income (2005) Among Persons 
in Economic Families, After Tax (per cent)
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Table 1: 2005 Median Census Family Income for Canada, Provinces and Territories, 2006 Census (dollars)

Canada
Newfoundland/

Labrador

Prince 
Edward 
Island

Nova 
Scotia

New 
Brunswick Quebec Ontario

(dollars)

All Census Families - Total $63,866 $49,645 $54,800 $55,412 $52,878 $58,678 $69,156

     Married couple families
Total 71,665    55,622            61,629     63,843     60,726     63,327     77,243     
With no children 57,204    42,976            50,644     52,243     49,703     48,605     61,678     
With children under 18 yrs 79,689    65,650            66,102     72,043     70,009     75,429     83,388     
With only children 18 yrs+ 94,407    71,873            80,387     82,594     76,770     84,499     101,345   

     Common-law couple families
Total 63,811    47,887            49,266     50,617     49,137     65,132     66,525     
With no children 61,636    49,901            48,200     51,085     48,624     59,928     66,737     
With children under 18 yrs 64,194    43,606            48,010     47,525     47,941     68,739     62,489     
With only children 18 yrs+ 87,594    62,227            -           63,509     67,291     85,684     94,214     

     Lone-parent families
Male 47,153    33,432            37,797     39,709     35,859     47,362     50,339     
Female 34,350    24,621            31,573     28,330     26,810     34,689     36,496     

Manitoba Saskatchewan Alberta
British 

Columbia
Yukon 

Territory
Northwest 
Territories Nunavut

(dollars)

All Census Families - Total $58,816 $58,563 $73,823 $62,346 $75,251 $86,132 $49,270

     Married couple families
Total 67,013    67,369            83,046     69,207     92,327     113,367   80,677     
With no children 55,404    55,998            68,790     59,026     78,773     104,170   120,101   
With children under 18 yrs 72,000    75,210            88,371     74,967     97,546     116,843   73,045     
With only children 18 yrs+ 93,255    92,645            111,748   90,426     122,708   135,244   82,688     

     Common-law couple families
Total 54,497    51,865            67,184     62,202     69,655     78,244     47,851     
With no children 56,150    54,900            67,167     61,850     67,576     88,782     56,320     
With children under 18 yrs 47,968    46,206            64,777     59,879     67,812     68,808     46,080     
With only children 18 yrs+ 85,622    81,324            94,695     90,001     -           -           -           

     Lone-parent families
Male 38,584    37,217            55,205     45,332     43,134     42,136     21,632     
Female 30,176    28,067            37,469     33,592     40,699     32,842     22,688     

Census families  are classified into: married couples (with or without children of either or both spouses), common-law
couples (with or without children of either or both partners), and lone-parent families by sex of parent. A couple may be of opposite
or same sex. 'Children' in a census family include grandchildren living with their grandparent(s) but with no parents present.

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census, Table 97-563-XCB2006071.ivt Prepared by: BC Stats, January 2009  
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     Table 2: 2000 and 2005 Median Census Family Income in Constant (2005) Dollars for BC and Canada, 2006 Census

2000 2005 % Change $ Change 2000 2005 % Change
($) ($) (%) ($) ($) ($) (%)

Total - All Census Families $61,506 $62,346 1.4 $840 $61,692 $63,866 3.5

  Married couple families 68,379  69,207  1.2 828      69,090    71,665 3.7
    Married couple families with no children 57,191  59,026  3.2 1,835   54,443    57,204 5.1
    Married couple families with children under 18 yrs 73,433  74,967  2.1 1,534   75,706    79,689 5.3
    Married couple families with only children 18 yrs+ 90,345  90,426  0.1 81        89,743    94,407 5.2

  Common-law couple families 62,246  62,202  -0.1 (44)       60,974    63,811 4.7
    Common-law couple families with no children 63,081  61,850  -2.0 (1,231)  60,797    61,636 1.4
    Common-law cpl families with children under 18 yrs 57,730  59,879  3.7 2,149   59,156    64,194 8.5
    Common-law cpl families with only children 18 yrs+ 82,338  90,001  9.3 7,663   84,144    87,594 4.1

  Male lone-parent families 46,079  45,332  -1.6 (747)     46,004    47,153 2.5
  Female lone-parent families 31,428  33,592  6.9 2,164   32,101    34,350 7.0

Census families  are classified into: married couples (with or without children of either or both spouses), common-law
couples (with or without children of either or both partners), and lone-parent families by sex of parent. A couple may be of opposite
or same sex. 'Children' in a census family include grandchildren living with their grandparent(s) but with no parents present.

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census, Table 97-563-XCB2006071.ivt Prepared by: BC Stats, January 2009

           Table 3: 2005 After-tax Family Income Groups by Census Family Structure, British Columbia, 2006 Census

                  Married Couple Families          Common-law Couple Families

British Columbia

Total - 
Census 
families

All 
married 
couple 

families
With no 
children

With 
children 

under 
18 yrs

With only 
children 
18 yrs+

All 
common-

law couple 
families

With no 
children

With 
children 

under 
18 yrs

With only 
children 
18 yrs+

Male 
lone-

parent 
families

Female 
lone-

parent 
families

Median after-tax 
family income ($) $54,737 $60,126 $51,643 $64,733 $79,445 $54,288 $53,712 $52,647 $77,657 $40,649 $31,946

Number of Census 
Families (#) 1,161,420  844,430  387,780  331,320  125,325  141,825   91,620    43,655  6,555      35,390   139,770  

 # Under $10,000 46,820       25,440    12,890    9,220    3,330    5,530     3,925   1,480  120         2,740   13,110  
% under $10,000 4.0            3.0          3.3          2.8        2.7        3.9         4.3       3.4       1.8          7.7       9.4       

 # Under $20,000 112,369     54,253    28,178    19,418    6,658      12,934     8,954     3,693    292         6,628     38,574    
% under $20,000 9.7            6.4          7.3          5.9        5.3        9.1         9.8       8.5       4.5          18.7     27.6     

 # Under $30,000 228,924     126,094  76,161    37,769    12,183    26,528     18,429    7,547    566         11,631   64,737    
% under $30,000 19.7           14.9        19.6        11.4      9.7        18.7       20.1     17.3     8.6          32.9     46.3     

 # Over $60,000 512,535     423,350  153,725  184,625  84,990    60,830     38,580    17,660  4,570      9,165     19,180    
% over $60,000 44.1           50.1        39.6        55.7      67.8      42.9       42.1     40.5     69.7        25.9     13.7     

 # Over $100,000 161,195     141,610  42,520    59,390    39,690    14,880     9,240     3,810    1,830      1,900     2,800     
% over $100,000 13.9           16.8        11.0        17.9      31.7      10.5       10.1     8.7       27.9        5.4       2.0       

Census families  are classified into: married couples (with or without children of either or both spouses), common-law
couples (with or without children of either or both partners), and lone-parent families by sex of parent. A couple may be of opposite
or same sex. 'Children' in a census family include grandchildren living with their grandparent(s) but with no parents present.

After-tax income  refers to total income from all sources minus federal and provincial income taxes paid for 2005.

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census, Table 97-563-XCB2006070.ivt Prepared by: BC Stats, January 2009

CanadaBritish Columbia
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Table 4: 2005 Median Family Income by Census Family Structure for Canada, BC and Urban Areas, 2006 Census (dollars)

Male lone- Female

All Census 
Families Total  

With no 
children Total 

With no 
children

parent 
families

lone-parent 
families

Canada  $63,866 $71,665 $57,204 $63,811 $61,636 $47,153 $34,350

British Columbia $62,346 $69,207 $59,026 $62,202 $61,850 $45,332 $33,592

Kitimat  $84,979 $91,011 $78,508 $79,157 -             -           $39,273
Fort St. John  82,458     88,732   80,169   82,096       73,593       61,682     39,704       
Prince George  72,698     83,999   73,275   66,337       63,584       58,105     30,379       
Victoria  69,025     77,414   68,323   63,578       61,204       50,664     37,924       
Squamish  68,563     74,878   67,723   64,337       64,547       -           35,835       
Dawson Creek  68,149     75,621   61,263   69,797       69,601       -           33,732       
Williams Lake  64,734     75,306   61,963   62,382       62,230       -           25,244       
Quesnel  64,557     72,691   61,515   62,826       53,760       -           26,148       
Vancouver  64,332     70,601   60,604   69,726       69,373       48,561     36,475       
Kamloops  64,117     73,169   60,520   59,975       54,710       49,452     31,409       
Campbell River  62,040     71,221   59,426   60,244       62,952       39,650     26,436       
Cranbrook  61,482     69,509   59,263   58,338       57,893       -           27,317       
Terrace  59,557     69,881   56,949   55,949       50,326       -           24,275       
Kelowna  59,087     65,293   55,796   56,046       56,025       42,704     33,205       
Vernon  59,029     64,537   54,225   57,782       57,277       43,373     28,457       
Abbotsford  58,913     64,657   53,155   57,004       56,208       39,850     31,539       
Courtenay  58,854     65,147   56,528   56,188       53,273       39,834     28,663       
Nanaimo  58,521     65,637   58,758   55,365       51,812       39,042     31,959       
Chilliwack  58,068     65,187   53,957   54,245       57,141       42,939     29,875       
Powell River  57,842     65,365   54,954   50,423       40,563       -           30,735       
Duncan  56,745     66,243   55,625   50,137       51,448       40,147     28,922       
Prince Rupert  56,670     73,978   64,075   52,829       48,173       -           24,815       
Port Alberni  56,260     64,878   55,849   54,079       55,804       38,175     24,345       
Parksville  55,524     57,702   53,426   57,860       53,826       -           30,072       
Salmon Arm  55,179     57,657   48,105   59,465       59,575       -           34,560       
Penticton  53,875     60,453   52,709   49,347       49,189       43,685     30,555       

Census families  are classified into: married couples (with or without children of either or both spouses), common-law
couples (with or without children of either or both partners), and lone-parent families by sex of parent. A couple may be of opposite
or same sex. 'Children' in a census family include grandchildren living with their grandparent(s) but with no parents present.

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census, Table 97-563-XCB2006071.ivt Prepared by: BC Stats, January 2009
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Table 5: Prevalence of Low Income (2005) Among Persons in Economic Families, BC and Canada, 2006 Census

British Columbia Canada
Number Prevalence of low income Number Prevalence of low income

of persons Before tax % After tax % of persons Before tax % After tax %
(#) (%) (%) (#) (%) (%)

Total - All economic family members 3,374,335  13.8 10.3 26,358,390  11.9 8.6
  Couple family members 2,907,455  11.1 8.2 22,561,115  9.1 6.5
  Husbands, male common-law partners or 

reference persons 937,010     10.3 7.5 7,243,345    8.4 6.0
      15  to 24 years 14,580       24.1 16.7 123,780       24.6 17.4
      25  to 44 years 315,145     12.5 9.5 2,624,940    10.3 7.6
      45  to 64 years 419,550     9.9 7.8 3,171,345    7.7 5.8
      65 years and over 187,735     6.4 2.9 1,323,285    4.9 1.9

    Spouses or common-law partners 937,010     10.3 7.5 7,243,345    8.4 6.0
      15 to 24 years 26,835       20.4 14.7 235,085       21.2 15.3
      25 to 44 years 364,795     12.6 9.6 2,962,780    10.3 7.6
      45 to 64 years 408,720     9.3 7.1 3,061,570    7.0 5.1
      65 years and over 136,660     5.3 1.9 983,915       4.1 1.2
    Children under 6 years 193,440     14.8 10.9 1,629,130    13.7 9.8
    Children 6 to 17 years 444,935     14.0 10.4 3,645,385    11.2 8.1
    Children 18 years and over 281,700     10.3 8.0 2,192,315    6.5 5.0
    Other couple family members 113,360     9.9 6.9 607,590       8.4 5.9

  Male lone-parent family members 75,980       18.9 13.9 614,275       16.0 11.6
    Male lone parents 29,595       18.8 13.9 243,150       16.0 11.6
      15 to 24 years -             0.0 0.0 1,420           38.2 30.3
      25 to 44 years 8,730         23.3 17.9 78,825         20.4 15.1
      45 to 64 years 16,055       18.2 13.5 126,490       14.9 11.1
      65 years and over 4,660         11.9 7.3 36,415         9.4 5.1
    Children under 6 years 2,975         31.8 23.1 25,165         27.5 20.1
    Children 6 to 17 years 20,905       23.5 17.2 165,830       20.0 14.5
    Children 18 years and over 19,300       13.2 9.5 160,340       10.7 7.6
    Other male lone-parent family members 3,205         12.2 8.9 19,790         12.7 9.3

  Female lone-parent family members 327,615     34.6 26.6 2,704,230    33.8 25.2
    Female lone parents 123,940     33.5 25.6 1,016,845    32.2 23.7
      15 to 24 years 2,740         82.0 68.3 33,330         83.4 71.3
      25 to 44 years 51,715       46.7 36.2 444,070       43.7 32.7
      45 to 64 years 50,840       24.1 18.7 376,550       22.1 16.3
      65 years and over 18,650       15.0 8.8 162,895       13.5 6.8
    Children less than 6 years 21,775       65.2 54.0 205,125       65.5 53.4
    Children 6 to 17 years 92,420       43.2 32.9 757,335       42.3 31.5
    Children 18 years and over 77,075       19.3 14.5 631,870       17.6 12.0
    Other female lone-parent family members 12,400       24.4 18.1 93,050         22.1 16.4

  All other economic family type members 63,280       20.3 15.0 478,770       17.7 13.0
    Under 15 years 8,195         24.6 17.6 55,725         22.4 16.3
    15 to 24 years 12,340       34.7 28.0 85,770         32.3 25.8
    25 to 44 years 20,745       16.4 12.2 151,025       14.6 10.9
    45 to 64 years 14,030       16.3 11.5 114,675       15.2 10.6
    65 years and over 7,965         10.7 6.0 71,570         6.8 3.5

Economic family - Refers to a group of two or more persons who live in the same dwelling and are related to each other by blood, marriage, 
common-law or adoption. The concept of 'economic family' may therefore refer to a larger group of persons than does the 'census family' 
concept. All census family persons are economic family persons. For 2006, foster children are considered economic family members.
For example, a widowed mother living with her married son and daughter-in-law; two or more siblings living together without their parents; 
related census families living together, would each constitute one economic family.

After-tax income  refers to total income from all sources minus federal and provincial income taxes paid for 2005.

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census, Table 97-563-XCB2006029.ivt Prepared by: BC Stats, January 2009  


