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2006 Census Fast Facts

Characteristics of Immigrants and Non-Immigrants in BC

Immigrant Population

According to the 2006 Census, immigrants
represented more than one quarter (27.5%) of
British Columbia’s population. Aside from the
obvious language, ethnic and cultural
differences, are immigrants really that different
from non-immigrants? This analysis focuses on
several Census characteristics, drawing
comparisons between BC’'s immigrant
population and its non-immigrant population.
It also examines differences between
established immigrants and more recent
immigrants.

For the purpose of this analysis, the following
terms are used:

Well-established immigrants: those who
arrived in Canada before 1991

Somewhat established immigrants: those who
arrived in Canada between 1991 and 1995

Quite recent immigrants: those who arrived in
Canada between 1996 and 2000; and

Very recent immigrants: those who arrived in
Canada between 2001 and 2006

Marital Status and Family Characteristics

Among the population 15 years and over, BC's
immigrants were much more likely than non-
immigrants to be legally married (and not
separated) and less likely to be single (never
legally married), separated or divorced.

However, immigrants were more likely to be
widowed than non-immigrants.

Immigrants who arrived in Canada before 1991
(well-established) were more likely to be
divorced than those who arrived more recently.

Marital Status of Non-Immigrants and
Immigrants in British Columbia, 2006 (per cent)
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Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census

Some of the differences can be explained by the
aging of well-established immigrants. One third
(32.7%) of well-established immigrants were 65
years and over in 2006, compared to just 4 per
cent of very recent immigrants. In comparison,
for the non-immigrant population, just over one
in ten (11.4%) were 65 years and over.
Therefore, it is not surprising to find that nearly
one tenth (9.9%) of well-established immigrants
were widowed in 2006, compared to only 2.3
per cent of very recent immigrants.

On the other hand, while there were no well-
established immigrants under 15 years of age,
very recent immigrants had the highest
percentage (17.9%) of young people under 15
among the immigrant population. In
comparison, over one fifth (21.5%) of non-
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immigrants were under the age of 15. For
immigrants overall, only 4.7 per cent were
under 15.

alone. Just over one in ten (10.1%) immigrants
lived alone, compared to 11.9 per cent of non-
immigrants.

Non-Immigrants and Immigrants by Age Group and Period of Immigration Family Status of Non-Immigrants and

Immigrants in BC, 2006 (per cent)
Under 15 1524 2554 55-64 65+

(per cent)
Non-Immigrants 215 146 417 108 114

British Columbia, 2006

= Non-immigrants

B Immigrants

Husbands or wives

Total Immigrants 4.7 8.9 487 167 210
Well-established (before 1991) 0.0 25 407 242 327 Common-law partners
Somewhat established (1991 to 1995) 23 152 594 109 121

Living with relatives
Quite recent (1996 to 2000) 100 18.0 584 7.8 5.9

Very recent (2001 to 2006) 179 160 56.7 5.4 4.0 Living with non-relatives

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census

When looking at family status, immigrants
were much more likely (59.7%) to be husbands
or wives (in a Census family?) than non-
immigrants (35.0%). Just as immigrants were
more likely to be legally married, they were
also much less likely (3.7%) to be living in a
common-law relationship than non-immigrants
(8.2%). However, well-established immigrants
were more likely (4.6%) to be living in a
common-law relationship than very recent
immigrants (2.8%).

For those who were not in a census family,
immigrants were twice as likely (3.4%) to be
living with relatives than non-immigrants
(1.7%), and less likely (2.3%) to be living with
non-relatives only than non-immigrants (4.0%).
Immigrants were slightly less likely to be living

1 Census families are classified into: married couples (with or
without children of either or both spouses), common-law couples
(with or without children of either or both partners), and lone-
parent families (a single parent living with one or more of their
children, regardless of the age of the children - the child must
not be living with a spouse, common-law partner or one or more
of their own children). A lone parent can also be living with
their grandchild(ren), provided the grandchild is not living with
a spouse, common-law partner or one or more of their own
children, and their parents are not present.

A family person can be a spouse, a common-law partner, a lone
parent, or a child in a Census family. A non-family person is not
part of a Census family, and can be living with other relatives,
non-relatives or alone.

Living alone
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Immigrants were slightly more likely (4.9%) to
be lone parents than non-immigrants (4.1%).
Young immigrants (those aged 15 to 24) were
not accountable for this, as only 0.7 per cent
were lone parents (compared to 1.3% of non-
immigrants aged 15 to 24). However, among
the population aged 65 and over, 5.2 per cent of
immigrants were lone parents compared to 4.0
per cent of non-immigrants. Within the 25 to 54
year age group, 6.1 per cent of immigrants were
lone parents compared to 7.3 per cent of non-
immigrants.

Per cent of Lone Parent Non-Immigrants and
Immigrants in BC, by Age Group, 2006
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Work Activity

The labour force participation rate of
immigrants aged 15 and over was considerably
lower (59.8%) than that of their non-immigrant
counterparts (68.7%), while their unemploy-
ment rate was slightly higher (6.1% compared
to 5.9%). Immigrants were more likely (17.1%)
to be self-employed than non-immigrants
(13.2%) and were also slightly more likely
(0.5%) than non-immigrants (0.3%) to work as
unpaid family members.

Labour Force Characteristics of the Population
15 Years and Over in BC, 2006

Non-Immigrants  Immigrants

Participation rate (%) 68.7 59.8
Unemployment rate (%) 5.9 6.1
Wage earners (%) 86.5 82.4
Self-employed (%) 13.2 17.1
Unpaid family workers (%) 0.3 0.5

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census

The participation rate is the number of
labour force participants expressed as a
percentage of the population 15 years of age
and over. The labour force is comprised of
persons 15 years and over who were either
employed or unemployed. The unemployed are
those who were actively looking for work. The
unemployment rate is the number of
unemployed persons expressed as a percentage
of the labour force.

Very recent (arrived between 2001 and 2006)
immigrants aged 15 and over were more likely
(65%) to participate in the labour force than
well-established (arrived before 1991)
immigrants (55.4%) and their unemployment
rate (10.6%) was more than twice that of well-
established immigrants (4.4%). In addition, very
recent immigrants were less likely to be self-
employed (12%) than well-established
immigrants (20%) in the same age group.

Both immigrant and non-immigrant men had
higher participation rates than their female
counterparts, and lower unemployment rates.
The unemployment rate was highest (12.7%) for
female immigrants who came to Canada
between 2001 and 2006, and lowest (4.1%) for
male immigrants who arrived before 1991.

Labour Force Characteristics of BC's Immigrant
Population, 15 years and over, by Period of
Immigration, 2006 (per cent)
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Education

More than one third (34.0%) of immigrants
aged 25 to 54 had a university certificate,
diploma or degree (bachelor’s level or above)
compared to one fifth (20.4%) of non-
immigrants. Immigrants were slightly less
likely (10.7%) to have no certificate, diploma or
degree (less than high school) than non-
immigrants (11.5%).

Among immigrants aged 25 to 54, recent
immigrants were more likely to have a
university degree than established immigrants.
Indeed, over half (52.2%) of the immigrants
who arrived between 2001 and 2006 had a
university degree compared to one quarter
(24.5%) of immigrants who arrived in Canada
before 1991.

When looking at gender, a higher percentage of
25 to 54 year old non-immigrant women
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(22.1%) had some kind of university
certification compared to non-immigrant men
(18.7%). Among immigrants, however, the
tables are turned, with a higher proportion of
immigrant men (35.7%) holding university
credentials compared to immigrant women
(32.5%) in the same age group. This gap is even
wider among the more recent immigrants.
Although nearly half (48.7%) of the women
aged 25 to 54 who immigrated to Canada
between 2001 and 2006 had university
credentials, among their male counterparts, 56.4
per cent had a university certificate, diploma or
degree (bachelor’s level or above).

Per cent of BC's Population Aged 25 to 54 with
University Credentials (by immigration status,
period of immigration and sex) 2006

Both Sexes M Males M Females

Non-immigrants
Immigrants

Period of Immigration:
Before 1991

1991 to 1995

1996 to 2000

2001 to 2006

0 10 20 30 40 50 60

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census

Earnings and Income

Despite higher education credentials,
immigrants took home only 88% of the earnings
of non-immigrants. In 2005, the median
employment income for immigrants aged 15
and over was $23,693 compared to $26,974 for
non-immigrants. For those working full
year/full time, the disparity was even greater.
While the median employment income for
immigrants working full year/full time was
$38,469, for non-immigrants it was $43,973.
However, immigrants who worked part year or
part time fared better. Their median
employment income in 2005 was higher
($14,901) than that of non-immigrants ($13,849).

When comparing immigrants by period of
immigration, established immigrants took
home a bigger paycheque than recent
immigrants, whether they worked full
time/full year or part time/part year. Well-
established (arrived before 1991) immigrants
working full time/full year had a 2005 median
employment income ($42,798) close to that of
non-immigrants ($43,973). However, very
recent (arrived between 2001 and 2006)
immigrants had a median employment income
of only $29,484 in 2005.

2005 Median Employment Income of BC Non-
immigrants and Immigrants, by Period of
Immigration and Work Activity, 15 years and over

Total M full year, full time M part year or part time

Non-immigrants

Immigrants

Period of Immigration:
Before 1991

1991 to 1995

1996 to 2000

2001 to 2006

$10,000 $20,000 $30,000 $40,000 $50,000

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census

While wages and salaries accounted for 71.1 per
cent of total income for non-immigrants, they
were responsible for only 64.5 per cent of total
income for immigrants. However, the
proportion of income from self-employment
was higher for immigrants (6.2%) than it was
for non-immigrants (5.6%). Immigrants also
had higher percentages of investment income
and pension income.

Immigrants had a considerably higher
percentage of income from government transfer
payments (13.3%) than non-immigrants (9.7%).
For established immigrants, income from
pensions and GIS (guaranteed income
supplement) were the main contributors, while
for more recent immigrants, child benefits and
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employment insurance benefits provided the
largest shares.

Overall, the median total income of non-
immigrants in 2005 was $27,063 compared to
$21,373 for immigrants. Well-established
immigrants ($26,328) had twice the median
total income of very recent immigrants
($13,417) in 2005.

Composition of Total Income in 2005 for BC Non-immigrants
and Immigrants, by Period of Immigration, 15 years and over

Non-immigrants Immigrants

Wages and salaries % 711 64.5
Self-employment income % 5.6 6.2
Investment income % 5.0 6.7
Pensions/Superannuation/Annuities % 6.6 7.2
Other money income % 1.9 2.2
Government transfer payments % 9.7 13.3

Median income $ 27,063 21,373

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census

Low Income

The prevalence of low income was much more
pronounced for the immigrant population. On
an after-tax basis, immigrants in economic
families? were twice as likely (16%) to be living
in straitened circumstances in 2005 as non-
immigrants (7.5%). Well-established
immigrants (arrived before 1991) in economic
families fared best, with a low income incidence
of only 6.7 per cent. In comparison, 34.2 per
cent of very recent immigrants (arrived
between 2001 and 2006) in economic families
were considered low income.

For persons not in economic families, the
incidence of low income (after-tax basis) was
much greater for both immigrants (30.9%) and

2 Economic family: refers to a group of two or more persons who
live in the same dwelling and are related to each other by blood,
marriage, common-law or adoption. For the 2006 Census, foster
children are considered economic family persons. The economic
family is broader in scope than the Census family.

non-immigrants (26.6%). Again, well-
established immigrants fared much better, with
one quarter (25.3%) living in low income
circumstances compared to more than half
(56.5%) of very recent immigrants.

Prevalence of Low Income (after-tax basis) in 2005,
for BC Non-immigrants and Immigrants, by Period
of Immigration and Family Status (per cent)

B Economic families M Persons not in economic families

Non-immigrants
Immigrants

Period of Immigration:
Before 1991

1991 to 1995

1996 to 2000

2001 to 2006

0O 10 20 30 40 50 60

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census

Measurement of Low Income

Measures of low income known as low income
cut-offs (LICOs) are based on Census income
data and family expenditure patterns.

Expenditure patterns indicate that Canadian
families spend about 50% of their total income on
food, shelter and clothing. 1t is arbitrarily
estimated that families spending 70% or more of
their income (20 percentage points more than the
average) on these basic necessities would be in
'straitened' circumstances.

The initial LICOs were based upon the total
income, before tax, of families and persons 15
years and over not in economic families. In a
similar fashion to the derivation of low income
cut-offs based upon total income, cut-offs are
estimated independently for economic families
and persons not in economic families based upon
family expenditure and income after tax.
Consequently, the low income after-tax cut-offs
are set at after-tax income levels, where 20
percentage points more of after-tax income than

the average is spent on food, shelter and clothing.
Statistics Canada
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Conclusion

It is clear that more than a good education is
required for a successful immigration outcome.
This is especially true for the most recent
immigrants, who are the most educated, yet
take home the least earnings. While it may take

time to gain work experience, master the
English language, or upgrade qualifications,
once established, immigrants out-perform the
non-immigrant population in many areas,
indicating that the going should get easier for
immigrants the longer they remain in Canada.
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Table 1: Marital Status of Non-Immigrants and Immigrants in BC, by Period of Immigration, 2006 Census
Total Never Legally Separated,
population 15 legally married but still
years and  married (and not legally
over (single) separated) married Divorced  Widowed
Non-immigrants (number) 2,283,665 858,825 1,023,360 78,770 210,085 112,625
% of non-immigrants 100.0 37.6 44.8 34 9.2 49
Total Immigrants (number) 1,066,595 206,250 684,355 29,850 71,955 74,180
% of total immigrants 100.0 19.3 64.2 2.8 6.7 7.0
... by Period of Inmigration:
Before 1991 (well-established) # 605,685 79,315 392,860 19,040 54,285 60,185
% of immigrants before 1991 100.0 13.1 64.9 3.1 9.0 9.9
1991 to 1995 (somewhat established)  # 161,375 46,365 97,405 4,035 7,180 6,385
% of immigrants 1991 to 1995 100.0 28.7 60.4 25 4.4 4.0
1996 to 2000 (quite recent) # 153,415 43,690 96,250 3,320 5,970 4,190
% of immigrants 1996 to 2000 100.0 28.5 62.7 2.2 3.9 2.7
2001 to 2006 (very recent) # 146,120 36,885 97,840 3,455 4,520 3,415
% of immigrants 2001 to 2006 100.0 25.2 67.0 24 3.1 2.3

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census, Table 97-564-XCB2006008.ivt

Prepared by: BC Stats, September 2009

Table 2: Age of Non-Immigrants and Immigrants in BC, by Period of Immigration, 2006 Census

Non-immigrants (number)
% of non-immigrants

Total Immigrants (number)
% of total immigrants
... by Period of Inmigration:

Before 1991 (well-established)
% of immigrants before 1991

1991 to 1995 (somewhat established)
% of immigrants 1991 to 1995

1996 to 2000 (quite recent)
% of immigrants 1996 to 2000

2001 to 2006 (very recent)
% of immigrants 2001 to 2006

Total - Age  Under 15 15t0 24 25to0 54 55to 64 65 years
groups years years years years and over
2,890,255 619,965 422,005 1,206,355 311,220 330,720

100.0 215 14.6 41.7 10.8 11.4

1,115,005 52,540 99,015 542,915 186,465 234,065

100.0 4.7 8.9 48.7 16.7 21.0

# 602,655 - 14,900 245,110 145,675 196,970
100.0 - 25 40.7 24.2 32.7

# 164,870 3,835 25,140 97,885 18,005 20,005
100.0 2.3 15.2 594 10.9 12.1

# 170,040 17,010 30,550 99,260 13,210 10,005
100.0 10.0 18.0 58.4 7.8 5.9

# 177,440 31,695 28,430 100,665 9,570 7,085
100.0 179 16.0 56.7 5.4 4.0

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census, Table 97-564-XCB2006008.ivt

Prepared by: BC Stats, September 2009
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Table 3: Family Characteristics of Non-Immigrants and Immigrants in BC, by Period of Immigration, 2006 Census

Non-immigrants (number)
% of non-immigrants

Total Immigrants (number)
% of total immigrants

... by Period of Immigration:
Before 1991 (well-established)  #
% of immigrants before 1991

1991 to 1995 (somewhat estab.) #
% of immigrants 1991 to 1995

1996 to 2000 (quite recent) #
% of immigrants 1996 to 2000

2001 to 2006 (very recent) #
% of immigrants 2001 to 2006

Census family persons*

Persons not in census families

Total Living with
population Common- Children in Living non-
in private Husbands Lone census with relatives  Living
households or wives  partners parents  families relatives only alone
2,890,255 1,010,630 238,125 118,090 1,016,180 49,660 114,975 342,605
35.0 8.2 4.1 35.2 1.7 4.0 11.9
1,115,005 665,235 41,610 55,100 177,565 37,610 25,655 112,225
59.7 3.7 4.9 15.9 34 2.3 10.1
602,655 385,820 27,880 33,860 32,970 18,755 13,130 90,240
64.0 4.6 5.6 55 31 2.2 15.0
164,870 94,070 4,800 8,655 38,335 6,865 3,335 8,820
57.1 29 5.2 23.3 4.2 2.0 53
170,040 92,710 4,000 6,740 50,690 5,585 3,500 6,810
54.5 2.4 4.0 29.8 33 2.1 4.0
177,440 92,645 4,935 5,845 55,570 6,410 5,690 6,355
52.2 2.8 33 31.3 3.6 3.2 3.6

* Census families are: married or common-law couples (with or without children of either or both spouses), lone parent families (a single parent
living with one or more of their children, regardless of the age of the children - the child must not be living with a spouse, common-law partner

or one or more of their own children). A lone parent can also be living with their grandchild(ren), provided the grandchild is not living with a spouse,
common-law partner or one or more of their own children, and their parents are not present.

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census, Table 97-564-XCB2006008.ivt

Prepared by: BC Stats, September 2009

Table 4: Lone Parent Status of Non-Immigrants and Immigrants in BC, by Gender and Age, 2006 Census

Population 15 years and over
Lone parents (number)
Lone parents (per cent)

Population 15 to 24 years
Lone parents (number)
Lone parents (per cent)

Population 25 to 54 years
Lone parents (number)
Lone parents (per cent)

Population 65 years and over
Lone parents (number)
Lone parents (per cent)

Both Sexes Male Female
Non-immigrants _ Immigrants Non-immigrants _Immigrants Non-immigrants Immigrants
2,890,255 1,115,005 1,435,665 529,220 1,454,590 585,780
118,090 55,100 24,795 10,400 93,300 44,690
4.1 4.9 1.7 2.0 6.4 7.6
422,005 99,015 216,725 50,515 205,275 48,510
5,470 715 845 225 4,625 495
1.3 0.7 0.4 0.4 2.3 1.0
1,206,355 542,915 596,870 249,775 609,485 293,145
87,795 33,325 17,695 5,640 70,095 27,690
7.3 6.1 3.0 2.3 11.5 9.4
330,720 234,065 150,500 110,320 180,215 123,740
13,290 12,075 2,770 2,420 10,520 9,655
4.0 5.2 1.8 2.2 5.8 7.8

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census, Table 97-564-XCB2006008.ivt

Prepared by: BC Stats, September 2009
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Table 5: Labour Force Characteristics of Non-Immigrants and Immigrants in BC, 15 years and over, 2006 Census

Immigrants by Period of Immigration
Non-immigrants Total Before 1991 1991101995 1996 to 2000 2001 to 2006
Population 15 years and over 2,283,665 1,066,595 605,680 161,375 153,415 146,115
In the labour force 1,568,285 637,770 335,295 104,525 103,025 94,925
Employed 1,475,325 598,730 320,625 97,875 95,345 84,875
Unemployed 92,960 39,045 14,665 6,650 7,675 10,050
Not in the labour force 715,385 428,825 270,385 56,850 50,395 51,190
Participation rate 68.7 59.8 55.4 64.8 67.2 65.0
Participation rate, males 73.3 65.9 61.4 70.3 73.3 72.6
Participation rate, females 64.2 54.3 49.7 60.0 61.8 58.5
Employment rate 64.6 56.1 52.9 60.7 62.1 58.1
Unemployment rate 5.9 6.1 4.4 6.4 7.4 10.6
Unemployment rate, males 5.9 5.3 4.1 5.7 6.4 8.5
Unemployment rate, females 6.0 7.0 4.7 7.0 8.6 12.7
Labour force 15 years and over 1,568,285 637,770 335,295 104,525 103,025 94,925
Class of worker - Not applicable* 19,950 12,705 3,875 2,280 2,530 4,025
All classes of worker 1,548,335 625,065 331,420 102,245 100,495 90,905
Wage earners 1,339,735 515,155 263,775 86,160 85,620 79,600
% wage earners 86.5 82.4 79.6 84.3 85.2 87.6
Self-employed 204,395 107,085 66,190 15,560 14,425 10,910
% self-employed 13.2 17.1 20.0 15.2 14.4 12.0
Unpaid family workers 4,205 2,830 1,465 525 455 395
% unpaid family workers 0.3 0.5 0.4 0.5 0.5 0.4
* In the labour force but unemployed since before January 1, 2005.
The labour force is comprised of persons 15 years and over who were either employed or unemployed. The unemployed are those who were actively
looking for work. The participation rate is the number of labour force participants expressed as a percentage of the population 15 years of age and over.
The unemployment rate is the number of unemployed persons expressed as a percentage of the labour force. The employment rate is the number of
employed persons expressed as a percentage of the population 15 years of age and over.

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census, Table 97-564-XCB2006008.ivt Prepared by: BC Stats, September 2009
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Table 6: Highest Level of Education Among Non-Immigrants and Immigrants in BC, Aged 25 to 54, 2006 Census

Total population 25 to 54 years
No certificate, diploma or degree
% with no cert/dipl/degree
% males with no cert/dipl/degree
% females with no cert/dipl/degree

Certificate, diploma or degree
High school certif. or equivalent
Apprenticeship/trades cert/dipl
Other non-university cert/dipl
Univ cert/dipl below bachelor

University certif/diploma/degree

% with univ cert/dipl/degree

% males with univ cert/dipl/degree
% females with univ cert/dipl/degr

Bachelor's degree

Univ cert/dipl above bachelor
Degree in med/dent/vet/optom
Master's degree

Earned doctorate

Non-immigrants

1,211,545
139,630
11.5

13.7

9.4

1,071,915
340,720
158,475
267,205

58,210

247,310
20.4
18.7
22.1

167,880
24,435
6,210
42,540
6,240

Immigrants by Period of Immigration

Total

Before 1991 1991101995 1996 to 2000 2001 to 2006

544,095
57,985
10.7
10.6
10.7

486,110
120,440
44,510
88,455
47,890

184,820
34.0
35.7
325

114,525
17,315
6,300
39,160
7,520

245,705
30,950
12.6
12.8
12.4

214,745
60,485
27,215
48,690
18,090

60,270
245
25.1
24.0

39,110
5,890
2,620

10,595
2,050

98,035
11,165
11.4
11.5
11.3

86,870
24,145
7,555
15,525
9,680

29,960
30.6
31.8
29.6

19,100
3,060
1,040
5,540
1,220

99,445
8,550
8.6

1.7

9.3

90,900
20,390

5,325
13,095
10,160

41,930
42.2
46.6
38.7

25,875
3,585
1,205
9,420
1,840

100,910
7,315
7.2

6.7

1.7

93,595
15,420
4,410
11,150
9,960

52,655
52.2
56.4
48.7

30,435
4,775
1,430

13,600
2,415

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census,

Table 97-564-XCB2006008.ivt

Prepared by: BC Stats, September 2009
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Table 7: 2005 Income of BC Non-Immigrants and Immigrants (15 years and over) by Period of Immigration, 2006 Census

Median employment income $
Median employment income $ (full year, full time)
Median employment income $ (part yr or pt time)

Employment income %
Wages and salaries %
Self-employment income %
Investment income %
Retirement pensions/superannuation/annuities %
Other money income %
Government transfer payments %
Old Age Security pensions and GIS* %
Canada/Quebec Pension Plan benefits %
Child benefits %
Employment Insurance benefits %
Other income from government sources %

Median total income $

* Guaranteed Income Supplement

Non-immigrants

Immigrants Before 1991 1991 to 1995 1996 to 2000 2001 to 2006

26,974
43,973
13,849

76.7
71.1
5.6
5.0
6.6
1.9
9.7
2.6
34
0.9
11
18

27,063

23,693
38,469
14,901

70.6
64.5
6.2
6.7
7.2
2.2
13.3
4.7
4.1
14
12
1.8

21,373

29,968
42,798
19,273

Total population 15 years and over with income in 2005 by composition of total income %

65.8
59.7
6.2
7.5
9.7
2.2
14.8
59
5.7
0.7
0.8
17

26,328

21,346
34,086
13,686

80.3
74.4
6.0
5.0
15
18
11.3
4.3
0.7
25
17
21

16,854

18,915
32,778
12,045

83.7
77.1
6.6
4.5
1.2
2.2
8.4
0.9
0.4
2.9
2.3
1.8

16,265

14,984
29,484
10,625

80.7
74.9
5.9
55
14
2.8
9.5
0.3
0.4
4.0
2.6
23

13,417

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census, Table 97-564-XCB2006008.ivt

Table 8: Prevalence of Low Income!, BC Non-Immigrants and Immigrants, by Period of Immigration, 2006 Census

Prepared by: BC Stats, September 2009

Total persons in private households in 2005

Total persons in economic families®
Below low income cut-off before tax (number)
Prevalence of low income before tax in 2005 (%)
Below low income cut-off after tax > (number)
Prevalence of low income after tax in 2005 (%)

Total persons not in econ. fam. (15 years & over)
Below low income cut-off before tax (number)
Prevalence of low income before tax in 2005 (%)
Below low income cut-off after tax (number)
Prevalence of low income after tax in 2005 (%)

food, shelter and clothing.

Non-immigrants

Immigrants Before 1991 1991 to 1995 1996 to 2000 2001 to 2006

2,819,380 1,110,150

2,370,705
245,640
10.4
177,785
7.5

448,670
152,490
34
119,175
26.6

973,445
205,405
211
155,915
16.0

136,705
54,535
40
42,220
30.9

599,345

496,810
50,855
10.2
33,415
6.7

102,530
36,320
35
25,975
25.3

164,600

152,485
38,840
255
28,460
18.7

12,110
5,920
49
5,135
42.4

169,620

159,410
48,000
30.1
37,720
23.7

10,210
4,975
49
4,420
43.2

176,590

164,745
67,715
411
56,310
34.2

11,845
7,325
62
6,690
56.5

! Low Income Cut-off: Income levels at which families or persons not in economic families spend 20% more of their income than average on

2 Economic family: refers to a group of two or more persons who live in the same dwelling and are related to each other by blood, marriage,
common-law or adoption. For the 2006 Census, foster children are considered economic family persons.
8 After Tax: refers to total income from all sources minus federal, provincial and territorial income taxes paid for 2005.

Source: Statistics Canada, 2006 Census, Table 97-564-XCB2006008.ivt

Prepared by: BC Stats, September 2009
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