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Labour Market

• British Columbia’s unemployment rate edged
down 0.1 percentage point to 7.9% (season-
ally adjusted) in November. The improvement
in the labour market was due to employment
growth. Between October and November, the
number of people with jobs increased by 20,000,
which was more than enough to absorb the ad-
dition of 18,500 British Columbians to the
workforce.

Unemployment rates fell in every province west
of Quebec. Manitoba’s rate decreased the most
(0.6 percentage points), giving that province the
lowest unemployment rate (5.5%) in the country.
The Canadian rate edged down to 8.0%, as job
growth at the national level was able to keep
pace with the expansion of the labour force.

Source: Statistics Canada

• The number of help-wanted ads in BC news-
papers declined in November. The province’s
help wanted index dropped 3 points to 117
(1996=100) between October and November.
Nationally, the help-wanted index was un-
changed at 144. Source: Statistics Canada

The Economy

• Labour income (wages, salaries and benefits)
in British Columbia rose 0.8% (seasonally
adjusted) in the third quarter, posting the
strongest gain so far this year. Canadian la-
bour income edged up 0.2%. A 0.2% decline in
Ontario (where labour disruptions during the
summer pulled down the total) was enough to
offset increases in most of the provinces. Sas-
katchewan (+1.7%) and Manitoba (+1.3%)
posted the strongest increases. Labour income
was down in most parts of Atlantic Canada.

Year-to-date, labour income in British Columbia
was 1.9% higher than in the first nine months of
1997. This compares to a 4.1% year-to-date in-
crease in the January-to-September period of
1997.

Canadian labour income was up 3.7% in the first
nine months of 1998, with all provinces showing
gains ranging from 1.9% in BC to 6.9% in Al-
berta. Source: SC, Catalogue 13F0016XPB

• Department store sales in British Columbia
and the two territories slipped 1.7% in Oc-
tober, compared to the same month last
year. Department stores in the province have
had a rough go since the spring, with sales fal-
ling in all but two of the last six months. In the
rest of the country, department stores managed
to increase their sales over October 1997 lev-
els. Saskatchewan (+9.0%) led the way,
followed by Ontario, where sales were up 7.1%.
New Brunswick (+1.4%) posted the smallest
gain. Overall, Canadian sales rose 4.7%.

Source: Statistics Canada

• The value of building permits issued by BC
municipalities continued to decline in Octo-
ber. Total permits were down 12.8% (seasonally
adjusted), as both residential (-13.1%) and non-
residential (-12.3%) building plans were cut back.
Nationally, the value of building permits fell 7.9%,
with a 5.8% decline in residential permits and a
10.2% drop in non-residential permits.

Source: Statistics Canada

Saving More, Giving Less

• One in three (31%) British Columbians re-
ported making a contribution to an RRSP on
their 1997 income tax form. While the likeli-
hood of contributing to RRSPs was about the
same in BC as in most other provinces (the Ca-



Did you know...
Per capita health care expenditures (public and private) in British Columbia were $2,685 in

1996, more than in any other province. The national average was $2,511. Drug costs
($362 per Canadian) were virtually the same as the cost of physicians’ services ($363).

For data originating from Statistics Canada: data sourced to ‘Statistics Canada’ has been retrieved from CANSIM, the agency’s
electronic database; otherwise the source is identified as ‘SC’ plus the publication name or catalogue number.

nadian average was 30%), British Columbians
made larger contributions.

The median income of BC taxfilers contributing
to RRSPs was $36,000, and their median contri-
bution was $2,900, more than in any other
province except Ontario (also at $2,900). The
$2,900 contribution in BC represents 8.1% of
median income. This compares to 7.4% nation-
ally, and rates ranging from 6.2% to 7.7% in
other regions. The median is the income or con-
tribution level which is exceeded by half of all
taxfilers. Source: SC, Small Area Data

• One in five (20%) British Columbia taxfilers
reported making charitable donations in
1997. British Columbia had the lowest contribu-
tion rate of any province. In the rest of Canada,
contribution rates ranged from 21% of all taxfilers
in Newfoundland to 30% in Manitoba. Median
donations were lowest in Quebec ($100). New-
foundlanders were the most generous–their
contribution of $270 represented about 1% of
donors’ median income ($27,900). In compari-
son, British Columbians who gave to charities
gave about half a percent ($200) of their median
income ($36,700), which was the same as at the
national level (where the median donation was
$170, and the median income was $36,000).

Source: SC, Small Area Data

Film Production

• Canadian film and video producers operating
in the province earned revenues of $54.6 mil-
lion and employed 1,024 full-time, part-time
and freelance workers in 1996/97. The 75 Ca-
nadian producers operating in the province
filmed 977 productions, 388 of which were TV
commercials. In addition, 242 TV productions
and 255 corporate videos were made in British
Columbia. These figures do not include the ac-
tivities of foreign film producers operating in the
province, in-house productions by TV stations, or
National Film Board activities.

The number of home-grown (Canadian made)
film productions in the province has been falling
since the early 1990s, when just over 2,000 pro-
ductions were created in the province. This is
partly due to an ongoing decline in the number of
TV commercials produced locally. In 1992/93,

there were 1,203 commercials produced in Brit-
ish Columbia, three times as many as in 1996/97
(388).

These figures do not imply that the film industry
in BC is in a decline. Last year, almost three-
quarters of the production budgets for films shot
in the province were for foreign productions,
which are not included in the survey.

Source: Statistics Canada & BC STATS

• BC’s film and video production industry,
though tiny, has grown faster than almost
every other industry in the province during
the 1990s. Its contribution to BC’s GDP has
more than tripled, rising from $74.3 million (con-
stant 1992 dollars) in 1991 to $255.1 million last
year. Source: Statistics Canada, Provincial GDP by Industry

The Nation

• Canada’s real gross domestic product
(GDP) advanced 0.4% (seasonally adjusted)
in the third quarter. The growth was due to a
combination of increased domestic demand
for goods and services and an improvement in
the trade balance. The major factor contribut-
ing to the growth in domestic demand was a
0.6% increase in consumer spending. Spend-
ing on durables–sometimes viewed as an
indicator of consumer confidence in the econ-
omy–was up +1.4%, with more moderate
gains in other categories. Government current
expenditures (wages, salaries and supplies)
advanced 0.3% in the third quarter, but busi-
ness investment was cut back 0.3% due to a
2.6% decline in residential investment.

The trade balance improved as exports of Cana-
dian goods and services increased 1.4%, while
imports fell back 2.0%. Machinery and equip-
ment exports were up 6.7%, offsetting declines
in other categories. Computer exports, which ac-
celerated to a 15.5% increase in the third
quarter, were the main reason for the advance.

Source: Statistics Canada
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1.  Introduction . . . Post-secondary education
(PSE) participation rates have often been calcu-
lated using administrative enrolment data.  Un-
fortunately, these administrative data are not al-
ways consistent between provinces and often do
not include those attending vocational programs
or private post-secondary institutions.  This article
uses Labour Force Survey data from Statistics
Canada which captures education participation in
PSE programs for credit including those in
trade/vocational programs and private training in-
stitutions.  All data used here covers the 4th

quarter period from 1976 to 1997.  This article fo-
cuses on individuals aged 18 to 29, with further
breakdowns of those aged 18 to 24 and aged 25
to 29.

2.  PSE Participation Rates in B.C. and Canada
. . .  Estimates from the Labour Force Survey in-
dicate that there were over 1.2 million persons
aged 18 to 29 in Canada participating in full and
part-time post-secondary programs in 1997.
Between 1976 to 1997, the PSE participation rate
in B.C. for persons aged 18 to 29 increased from
14 per cent to 27 per cent, compared with an in-
crease from 15 per cent to 26 per cent for Can-
ada.

For the first time since 1976, the PSE participa-
tion rate for B.C. surpassed that of Canada in
1997.  In B.C., the ongoing tuition freeze at public
PSE institutions along with a more developed pri-
vate PSE sector relative to other provinces are
likely contributing factors.

Figure 1 shows PSE participation rates split be-
tween those aged 18 to 24 and 25 to 29 for B.C.
and Canada.  In Canada between 1976 and 1997,
the proportion of those aged 18 to 24 attending
PSE programs almost doubled, increasing from
21 per cent in 1976, to 38 per cent in 1997.

The PSE participation rate in B.C. for those aged
18 to 24 has remained slightly below the Cana-
dian average, though increasing from 19 per cent
to 37 per cent by 1997.  The notable gap in par-
ticipation rates between Canada and B.C. in 1993
and 1994 has closed considerably by 1997.

For individuals aged 25 to 29, there is a substan-
tially lower rate of post-secondary attendance
than for those aged 18 to 24.  Nonetheless, both
B.C. and Canada experienced a slow but steady
increase in participation, from 7 per cent in 1976
to 11 per cent in 1997.

Figure 1:  PSE Participation Rates for BC and Canada by Age, 1976 to 1997
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Growth in B.C’s PSE participation rate for those
aged 25 to 29 has generally kept pace with the
rest of Canada over the last 20 years, but jumped
ahead of the Canadian average in 1997 to 14 per
cent.

3.  Inter-Provincial Comparison of PSE Par-
ticipation Rates . . .  Figure 2 compares PSE
participation rates broken down by age group in
Canada and selected provinces for the years
1976 and 1997.  As would be expected, for both
years and in all regions of Canada, participation
rates were higher for those aged 18 to 24 than
those aged 25 to 29.

PSE participation rates vary from province to
province, with Quebec continuing to have the
highest rate for those aged 18 to 24.  This is due
in large part to their unique CEGEP college sys-
tem.

In 1997, B.C. and Ontario together saw the sec-
ond highest PSE participation rate at 37 per cent
for 18 to 24 year olds.

For those aged 25 to 29,  B.C. saw the highest
PSE participation rate in 1997, rising to over 14
per cent from 8 per cent in 1976.  The province
with the smallest increase in PSE participation for
this older group over the past 21 years was Al-
berta, remaining fairly steady at just under 10 per
cent.

Figure 2:  PSE Participation Rates by Age, Canada and Provinces

1976 1997
Age
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Age
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Age

25-29

Age

18-29

Canada 20.6% 7.4% 15.4% 38.0% 11.2% 26.3%

B.C. 18.8% 7.7% 14.3% 36.8% 14.4% 26.8%
Alberta 17.0% 9.6% 14.1% 32.8% 9.7% 22.8%
Sask. 17.6% 5.0% 13.1% 31.9% 8.3% 22.6%
Manitoba 20.9% 6.1% 15.2% 29.8% 9.9% 21.3%
Ontario 23.3% 8.5% 17.4% 36.8% 11.5% 25.4%
Quebec 21.1% 6.7% 15.4% 45.2% 11.5% 31.1%
Atlantic 15.5% 5.4% 11.6% 36.3% 8.9% 24.6%

4.  Participation by Women and Men . . .  Fig-
ure 3 breaks down PSE participation by men and
women aged 18 to 24 for Canada and B.C. from
1976 to 1997. Notably there has been a trend to-
wards higher participation rates for women, rela-
tive to men, yet both have been trending upward.
In Canada, up until 1985, the participation rate for
men was higher than for women.  However, be-
ginning in 1986, the PSE participation rate for
women surpassed that of men.  Since 1995, the
gap has widened notably, as male participation
fell slightly and female participation has continued
to increase.

In B.C., changes have been similar to that of
Canada with a general ongoing rise in PSE par-
ticipation by 18 to 24 year olds.  Since 1993, par-
ticipation in post-secondary education by women
aged 18 to 24 has increased faster than for men
in B.C.  By 1997, the PSE participation rate for
B.C. women aged 18 to 24 was 41 per cent,
compared to 32 per cent for B.C. men.  PSE par-
ticipation by B.C. women is similar to the Cana-
dian average for women, but B.C. men trail the
average for Canadian men.
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Figure 4:  Post-Secondary Education Participation Rates, Age 18-24
Canada and B.C.
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Over the past 20 years there has been a growing
public preference by Canadians for more post-
secondary learning opportunities.  In response
there have been increased investments to expand
post-secondary education and training spaces by
many provincial governments, including B.C.  The
growth in PSE participation has likely occurred for
both labour market and personal reasons.

Most would agree that employment demand for
university and college graduates is growing faster
than the demand for workers with only high
school completion.  In part this relates to the
growth in technology and increased knowledge
requirements by workers.  Overall, better job
prospects and higher salaries appear to have
been signals to which young persons (and their
parents) have responded.  In particular, women
appear to have seen the fastest growth in PSE

participation.  Societal changes and more choices
available to women have enabled considerable
gains in their PSE participation in both B.C. and
Canada.  Considerable evidence suggests that
women improve their career choices and earning
power when have higher education.

Why then has PSE participation by men risen
slower and now trails that of women?  In part this
may relate to the fact that earnings in the goods
industries for jobs not requiring post-secondary
learning continue to remain higher than lesser
skilled jobs in services.  Since the goods sector
still predominately employs men, it may be that
these kinds of work offer more of an incentive to
some younger men rather than immediately at-
tending post-secondary education or training fol-
lowing secondary school.

Recent Feature Articles (in Labour Force Statistics)

March 1998 The British Columbia Labour Market - 1st
Quarter 1998
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September 1998 The British Columbia Labour Market - 3rd
Quarter 1998
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On-line searching of Infoline (and more)

As visitors to our web site you can now
search for information using a standard
search tool. It is also possible to find re-
gional data by using our Regions key. For
those more inclined to the broad search
terms that we have used in the past there is
the Subjects key.

Please let us know what you think.

A note on the identification of “found” items
on our site. We have been working hard to
properly identify all the files on our site, but
many items still bear file names rather than
proper titles. We decided  to give you the
advantage of the new features as soon as
they were ready and continue our renaming
efforts as time permits.

Released this week by BC STATS
• Immigration Highlights, First 3 Quarters, 1998

Next week
• Tourism Room Revenue, August 1998
• Labour Force Statistics, November 1998

BC at a glance . . . 
POPULATION     (thousands) % change on

Jul 1/98 one year ago
  BC 4,014.3     1.3
  Canada 30,300.4   1.0

GDP and INCOME % change on
   (BC - at market prices) 1997 one year ago
  Gross Domestic Product (GDP) ($ millions) 109,347    3.3
  GDP ($ 1992 millions) 98,201      2.2
  GDP ($ 1992 per Capita) 24,775      0.1

  Personal Disposable Income ($ 1992 per Capita) 16,340      -2.3

TRADE     ($ millions)
  Manufacturing Shipments (seas. adj.) Sep 2,864        1.5
  Merchandise Exports (raw) Sep 2,217        3.0
  Retail Sales (seasonally adjusted) Sep 2,765        -2.3

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX % change on
  (all items - 1992=100) Oct '98 one year ago
  BC 110.1        0.4
  Canada 109.0        1.0

LABOUR FORCE   (thousands) % change on
  (seasonally adjusted) Nov '98 one year ago
  Labour Force - BC 2,065        1.9
  Employed      - BC 1,903        3.1
  Unemployed  - BC 162           -9.8

Nov '97
  Unemployment Rate - BC (percent) 7.9            8.9
  Unemployment Rate - Canada (percent) 8.0            9.0

INTEREST RATES     (percent) Dec 2/98 Dec 3/97
  Prime Business Rate 6.75          5.50                
  Conventional Mortgages - 1 year 6.40          5.90                
                                         - 5 year 6.80          6.70                

US/CANADA EXCHANGE RATE Dec 2/98 Dec 3/97
  (avg. noon spot rate)    Cdn $ 1.5367      1.4178            
                     US $ (reciprocal of above rate) 0.6507      0.7053            

AVERAGE WEEKLY EARNINGS % change on
  (industrial aggregate - dollars) Sep '98 one year ago
  BC 619.56      1.0
  Canada 603.24      0.8

SOURCES:

  Population, Gross Domestic Product, Trade, Statistics

  Prices, Labour Force, Earnings Canada
  Interest Rates, Exchange Rates:  Bank of Canada Weekly Financial Statistics
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