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• Exports fall 1.6% in 2003
• BC shipments down 2.4% last year
• New vehicle sales stall (-7.3%) in 2003

The EconomyThe Economy
• Exports of BC products were 7.3% lower in

December than in the same month of 2002.
The drop in the value of exports reflected lower
forest (-12.4%), energy (-7.0%), agriculture &
fish (-7.6%), and machinery & equipment
(-10.8%) exports. Exports of industrial goods
were 11.7% higher than in December 2002. Ca-
nadian exports were off 5.3% during the same
period. Data Source: Statistics Canada

• Shipments of goods manufactured in the
province fell 2.3% (seasonally adjusted) in
December. The drop in the value of shipments
was largely due to a downturn in the wood
manufacturing industry (-6.5%). At the same
time, shipments of machinery (-12.1%), com-
puter & electronic products (-19.2%) and elec-
trical equipment (-9.2%) were down from
November levels. On a more positive note, pa-
per (+2.5%) producers posted a healthy gain for
the second month in a row. However, the food
processing industry saw shipments slip (-0.2%)
for the fourth time in six months.

Canadian shipments strengthened in December
(+1.0%) after two months of decline. Shipments
rose in three of the four largest provinces, led
by Ontario (+1.5%) and Alberta (+1.0%).

Data Source: Statistics Canada

• Sales of new motor vehicles fell (-8.1%, sea-
sonally adjusted) in December, as car dealers
across the country saw fewer new vehicles
driven off their lots. Overall, sales were down
9.5% nationally, with all but two provinces
(Newfoundland (+8.3%) and Saskatchewan
(+2.8%)) posting declines. Data Source: Statistics Canada

• The cost of new housing in BC’s two largest
cities continued to rise in December. In Victo-
ria, the new housing price index was 10.2%
higher than in December 2002. New housing

prices in Vancouver were up 3.9%. Canadian
prices rose 5.0%. Data Source: Statistics Canada

• Housing starts in BC rose 14.6% (seasonally
adjusted) in January, following three months
of lacklustre performance. Most provinces in
the country saw a downturn in home construc-
tion activity. For Canada as a whole, housing
starts were down 10.9%. Data Source: CMHC

• The Credit Union Central of BC forecasts real
GDP growth to be a moderate 2.4% in 2004.
This is slightly lower than the last forecast is-
sued by the BC Ministry of Finance (2.6%). 

Data Source: Credit Union Central of BC and BC Ministry of Finance.

• The number of BC-based Canadian busi-
nesses with employees edged up 0.4% (sea-
sonally adjusted) in last quarter of 2003. This
was the 7th quarter (almost two years) of steady
growth. Data Source: Statistics Canada

The Economy: 2003 in ReviewThe Economy: 2003 in Review
• Exports of BC products fell (-1.6%) for the

third straight year in 2003, reflecting an ongo-
ing downturn in the forest sector (-10.4%),
which accounted for 43% of BC’s total exports
in 2003. International shipments of machinery
& equipment (comprising 13% of the total)
were also down (-3.8%), as were shipments of
agriculture & fish (-3.3%) and automotive
(-43.2%) products. The value of energy exports
(+33.1%) soared, boosted by high prices for
natural gas. Energy exports accounted for 17%
of BC’s total international shipments last year,
up from just 12% in 1990. Data Source: Statistics Canada

• Canadian exports also slumped in 2003, fal-
ling 3.2% as weak international demand and a
soaring loonie took a toll on export earnings.
Exports of every commodity group except en-
ergy (+24.1%) and consumer goods (+0.3%)
sagged in 2003. Producers of automotive prod-
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Did you know…Did you know…
Six out of ten British Columbians would like to orbit Earth in the space shuttle
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ucts (-9.2%) were particularly hard-hit. Ontario
(-7.3%) and Quebec (-6.8%) were responsible
for much of the decline, but Newfoundland
(-14.0%) and Saskatchewan (-7.6%) saw the
biggest percentage drop in export values.

Alberta’s export earnings bounced back
(+16.5%) in 2003 after slumping in the previous
year, as energy exports soared (+31.7%). About
70% of Alberta’s exports in 2003 were energy
products. The mad cow situation contributed to
a 20.4% decline in agriculture & fish products
exported from that province.

Data Source: Statistics Canada

• BC manufacturers shipped $33.4 billion worth
of goods in 2003. This was 2.4% less than in the
previous year, and the lowest level recorded
since 1998. Price effects, some of which were
related to a strong Canadian dollar, played a
big role in the drop in shipments. Much of the
province’s production is destined for use out-
side the country, and a high dollar means that
BC producers earn less for their products.
Wood shipments were down 13.5%, due in part
to an 11.2% decline in the price of BC softwood
lumber. Producers of pulp and paper products
saw shipments rise 4.7%. Food manufacturers
increased the value of their shipments 3.7%, but
producers of computers and electronic prod-
ucts had another bad year. Shipments slumped
(-9.9%) for the third year in a row, falling to
their lowest level since 1995. The transportation
equipment industry (-15.4%) posted its fourth
consecutive decline. Data Source: Statistics Canada

• Canadian manufacturers fared marginally bet-
ter in 2003, with the total value of shipments
falling 1.0% during the year. Manufacturers of
transportation equipment posted the second
decline (-4.8%) in the last three years, and Can-
ada’s computer and electronics industry
(-12.9%) sagged for a third straight year.
Twelve of the 21 industries in the manufactur-
ing sector saw the value of shipments drop
during 2003. The downturn in shipments was
localized in only three provinces: BC (-2.4%),
Quebec (-2.4%) and Ontario (-1.7%). In the rest
of the country, shipments increased in 2003,
with Newfoundland (+6.8%) and Alberta
(+5.0%) showing the strongest growth.

Data Source: Statistics Canada

• There were 181,000 new motor vehicles sold
in BC in 2003, down 7.3% from the year be-
fore. This follows four consecutive years of
growth. Both North American (-8.0%) and
overseas (-5.0%) vehicles had lower sales in
2003. The market share of North American
manufacturers slipped to just under 77% of
new vehicle sales, the lowest level in 10 years.

The market share of trucks (including SUVs,
minivans, and other large vehicles) continued
to decline, dropping below 50% for the first
time since 1995. Skyrocketing gas prices—up
nearly 50% over the last six years—help explain
the fading interest in large vehicles. However,
the market share of trucks and vans is still
much higher than in the 1980s, when they typi-
cally made up only about 30% of new vehicle
sales in BC. Data Source: Statistics Canada

• Canadian sales fell 6.2% in 2003, as activity at
car dealerships shrank in every province. BC
(-7.3%), New Brunswick (-8.6%) and Ontario
(-8.7%) posted the largest declines. The com-
bined market share of the Big Three automak-
ers (Ford, General Motors and Daimler-
Chrysler) continued to slide. These manufac-
turers accounted for just 41% of total car sales
in 2003, down from 65% in 1995. However,
they continue to dominate the market for
trucks and vans, producing 73% of all units
sold in 2003, down from 87% eight years ear-
lier.

Data Source: Statistics Canada

• There were 23,243 new business incorpora-
tions in BC in 2003, the largest number of in-
corporations since 1995. Business
incorporations peaked in 1994 (25,774 incorpo-
rations). The slowest year for incorporations
was the recession year of 1982 (11,432). 

Data Source BC Ministry of Finance

Science and TechnologyScience and Technology

• The federal government spent $526 million on
science and technology in BC in 2001-02. This
was an increase of 10% over the previous year. 

Data Source: SC, Catalogue no. 88F0006-XIE
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Employment . . . In 2003, B.C. employment in-
creased by 50,000 or 2.5 per cent from 2002 on
an annual average basis. With the exception of
2001, employment in B.C. has increased in
every year since 1983.

Employment in the goods sector increased by
5.7 per cent or 22,900 in 2003. All industries in
the goods sector saw job gains in 2003 from
2002, with the strongest growth in agriculture,
manufacturing, and other primary goods (for-
estry, fishing, mining, oil and gas).

Employment in the services sector grew 1.5 per
cent or 25,400 in 2003. Notable growth was seen
in finance and related services, education serv-
ices, transportation, and professional, scientific
and technical services.

Nearly all of B.C.'s employment increase in
2003 was in full-time employment, with about
three-quarters of these gains being among men.
Women saw growth of 3.9 per cent in part-time
employment, while part-time employment for
men fell.

Employment growth of 5.7 per cent for persons
aged 45 to 64 was bolstered in part by demo-
graphics, as the number of baby boomers en-
tering this cohort strongly exceeded pre-baby
boomers leaving the cohort. Youth aged 15 to
24 saw employment growth (up 1.8 per cent).
Those 25 to 44 years of age saw their employ-
ment levels increase by 0.3 per cent.

Employment and Unemployment Rates Dur-
ing 2003 . . . Figure 2 shows B.C. employment
increased throughout most of 2003, with con-
siderable gains seen over the last three months
of 2003. Employment gains during 2003 for B.C.
added to the overall gains seen during 2002.
Perhaps the most encouraging note was the re-
sumption of sustained job gains over the course
of 2003, following the modest employment de-
creases seen in the last six months of 2002.

The unemployment rate in 2003 fell to a low in
December of 6.8 per cent, its lowest monthly
level seen since May 2001. For the last three
months of 2003, the B.C. unemployment rate
remained below the 8 per cent level.

Figure 1:  Growth in B.C. Employment for Key Variables (actual) 2002 to 2003Figure 1:  Growth in B.C. Employment for Key Variables (actual) 2002 to 2003Figure 1:  Growth in B.C. Employment for Key Variables (actual) 2002 to 2003Figure 1:  Growth in B.C. Employment for Key Variables (actual) 2002 to 2003
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Unemployment Changes in 2003 . . . The pro-
vincial annual average unemployment rate fell
to 8.1 per cent in 2003 from 8.5 per cent in 2002,
which represents a fall of 5,600 in the number of
unemployed individuals. With the exception of
Quebec and New Brunswick, annual average
provincial unemployment rates across Canada
were down in 2003.

The annual average unemployment rate in 2003
fell for B.C. men, but was unchanged for B.C.
women. The unemployment rate for men fell to
8.3 per cent in 2003, down from 9.1 per cent in
2002. Women saw their unemployment rate in
2003 unchanged from 2002, at 7.9 per cent.

The unemployment rate for B.C. youth (aged
15-24) fell to 14.4 per cent in 2003 from 14.9 per
cent in 2002. In 2003, the unemployment rate
for female youth was 12.6% vs. 16.2% for male
youth. Over the last ten years the labour force
participation rate for women aged 15-24 in B.C.
has held constant, but has dropped for men
aged 15-24. Despite that change, unemploy-
ment rates for male youth remain 3 to 4 per-
centage points higher than for female youth.
For male youth compared to female youth,
lower scores on standardized secondary school
tests, lower post-secondary participation rates,
and poorer labour market results, may to be
inter-related.

Figure 2:  B.C. Employment Levels and Unemployment RateFigure 2:  B.C. Employment Levels and Unemployment RateFigure 2:  B.C. Employment Levels and Unemployment RateFigure 2:  B.C. Employment Levels and Unemployment Rate
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Statistics Canada’s Survey Skills Workshops

     Developing Satisfaction Surveys
This workshop teaches the fundamentals of designing and implementing an effective satisfaction survey. The
course material will assist researchers in producing respondent friendly questionnaires that result in useful and
accurate survey data. The course will also help to provide an understanding of the importance of client and
employee satisfaction in strategic decision making and business planning. The unique aspects of this type of
qualitative survey enable you to determine your clients’ service expectations and their perceptions of your
organization’s performance.

Survey PlanningSurvey PlanningSurvey PlanningSurvey Planning
•  Performance measures
•  Client satisfaction vs. employee satisfaction
•  Fundamentals of collecting data and maximizing

response

QuestionnairesQuestionnairesQuestionnairesQuestionnaires
•  Question structure; open and closed questions
•  Rating scales
•  Questionnaire design; wording, sequencing, and layout

Sampling MethodsSampling MethodsSampling MethodsSampling Methods
•  Probability vs. non-probability sampling
•  Sample types and exit surveys
•  The factors affecting sample size

Processing and AnalysisProcessing and AnalysisProcessing and AnalysisProcessing and Analysis
•  The “drivers” of satisfaction
•  Summarizing, graphing, and presenting survey findings

     Date & LocationDate & LocationDate & LocationDate & Location           FeesFeesFeesFees
March 3 – 4, 2004     8:30am – 4:30pm Before February 18th - $500 + GST
Room 201 Library Square Office Tower After February  18th   - $550 + GST
300 West Georgia St. Vancouver, BC
         

Refreshments will be served throughout the day.

Name: _____________________________________________    Organization: __________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________     City: _______________________ Postal Code: _______________

Tel:   _____________________ Fax: ______________________

Cheque Amount (incl. GST): ____________________________

Visa/MC Card Number: ________________________________

Expiry date: ___________________ Amount: ______________

Signature: ___________________________________________

Registrations are guaranteed once payment is received. Fees will be refunded (subject to a $75 administrative charge) if intention to cancel is received in writing at least 3

business days before the start of the workshop. Substitutions are permitted with prior notice.

Make cheques and Money Orders Payable to
Receiver General for Canada

Statistics Canada will only use your information to complete this sales transaction, deliver your products(s), announce product updates and administer your account.  From time

to time, we may offer you other Statistics Canada products and services or ask you to participate in our market research. If you do not wish to be contacted again for promotional
purposes ! and/or market research !, check the appropriate box and fax or mail this page to us, or call 1 800 700-1033 or e-mail order@statcan.ca.

Aussi disponible en français

Return form with payment to:
Workshop Registrar
Statistics Canada

#600 – 300 West Georgia St.
Vancouver, BC  V6B 6C7

Tel:  604-666-1851
Fax: 604-666-6966
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BC College and Institute Student
Outcomes

The BC College and Institute Student Out-
comes (CISO) Survey Project is an annual
province-wide survey of former college, uni-
versity college, and institute students. Since
1988, this survey has asked former students
to evaluate their educational experiences and
to talk about their employment outcomes,
further education, and personal development.
Survey findings provide a rich source of in-
formation for post-secondary institutions, the
Ministry of Advanced Education, students,
and the general public.

Visit the BC Student Outcomes website:

http://outcomes.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/

Released this week by BC STATS
• Labour Force Statistics, January 2004

Next week
• Consumer Price Index, January 2004
• Exports, December 2004

BC at a glance . . . 
POPULATION     (thousands) % change on

Oct 1/03 one year ago

  BC 4,158.6     0.8
  Canada 31,714.6   0.8

GDP and INCOME % change on
   (BC - at market prices) 2002 one year ago

  Gross Domestic Product (GDP) ($ millions) 135,552    2.7
  GDP ($ 1997 millions) 128,151    2.4
  GDP ($ 1997 per Capita) 31,143      1.5

  Personal Disposable Income ($ 1997 per Capita) 19,576      0.1

TRADE  ($ millions, seasonally adjusted)
 % change on

prev. month 
  Manufacturing Shipments - Dec 2,741        -2.3
  Merchandise Exports - Nov 2,268        -2.8
  Retail Sales - Nov 3,414        0.2

CONSUMER PRICE INDEX 12-month avg
  (all items - 1992=100) Dec '03 % change

  BC 120.9        2.2
  Canada 122.8        2.8

LABOUR FORCE   (thousands) % change on
  (seasonally adjusted) Jan '04 prev. month

  Labour Force - BC 2,236        0.6
  Employed      - BC 2,072        0.0
  Unemployed  - BC 163           8.1

Dec '03
  Unemployment Rate - BC (percent) 7.3            6.8
  Unemployment Rate - Canada (percent) 7.4            7.4

INTEREST RATES     (percent) Feb 11/04 Feb 12/03

  Prime Business Rate 4.25          4.50               
  Conventional Mortgages - 1 year 4.30          4.90               
                                      - 5 year 6.00          6.60               

US/CANADA EXCHANGE RATE Feb 11/04 Feb 12/03
  (avg. noon spot rate)    Cdn $ 1.3179      1.5287           
                     US $ (reciprocal of the closing rate) 0.7611      0.6539           

AVERAGE WEEKLY WAGE RATE % change on
  (industrial aggregate - dollars) Jan '04 one year ago

  BC 676.81      -0.4
  Canada 673.55      2.3

SOURCES:

  Population, Gross Domestic Product, Trade, Statistics

  Prices, Labour Force, Wage Rate Canada
  Interest Rates, Exchange Rates:  Bank of Canada Weekly Financial Statistics

  For latest Weekly Financial Statistics see www.bankofcanada.ca
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