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¢ Jobless rate in BC rises to 6.1% in January

¢ Value of building permits down 40.9% in December

¢ Rail transportation of cargo increased 5.4% in 2007

Labour Force

e The province’s unemployment rate leaped 0.8
percentage points higher to 6.1% in January
(seasonally adjusted), the highest month-over-
month increase in the jobless rate recorded
since late 2001. Employment dropped 1.5%,
representing a loss of 35,100 jobs as British Co-
lumbia continued to feel the pinch of the global
economic downturn. The employment decline
in BC was deeper than in any other province
and nearly twice the national average (-0.8%).

The goods sector took a drubbing in January as
employment tumbled 6.9%. Manufacturers
shed nearly one-tenth (-9.6%) while job losses
continued to accumulate in the construction in-
dustry (-4.8%), which saw its fourth consecu-
tive monthly decline in January. After two
months of gains late in 2008, employment
weakened in forestry, fishing & mining (-5.9%).

Employment in the service sector was 0.1%
lower than the previous month. The number
of jobs grew most significantly in profes-
sional, scientific & technical (+4.6%), health
care (+2.2%) and finance, insurance & real es-
tate (+1.5%). However, these gains were offset
by a drop in employment in other industries
such as transportation & warehousing (-4.3%)
and trade (-1.9%).

Data Source: Statistics Canada

Nowhere in the province were job losses felt
more keenly than in Cariboo where em-
ployment plummeted (-7.2%, 3-month mov-
ing average). Kootenay (-1.0%) and

Mainland/Southwest (-1.6%) also saw em-
ployment opportunities shrink.

However, many regions saw gains in the
number of jobs offered, but had these in-
creases overshadowed by a rising number of
people looking for work. In Northeast, em-
ployment rose 8.5%, but an 11.0% increase in
the size of the region’s labour force pushed
unemployment 1.0 percentage points higher
to 4.6%. While there were 4.0% more jobs in
Vancouver Island/Coast, the number of job-
seekers was up by 4.7% resulting in a higher
jobless rate (5.1%). Similar scenarios unfolded
in Thompson/Okanagan where unemploy-
ment rose to 7.0% and North Coast/Nechako
where the jobless rate jumped to 9.3%.

In BC’s two largest cities employment in both
Vancouver (-1.6%) and Victoria (-0.7%) was
down. Data Source: Statistics Canada

The Economy

¢ The value of building permits issued by BC’s
municipalities fell 40.9% (seasonally adjusted)
in December. For the fourth straight month,
the value of residential building intentions
tumbled 42.6%. Non-residential permits issued
were worth 39.0% less with a plummeting
value for intended commercial projects (-
50.3%) completely offsetting increases in the in-
stitutional (+30.8%) and industrial (+28.9%)
sectors. The metropolitan areas of Victoria (-
40.2%), Vancouver (-45.7%), Kelowna (-48.2%)
and Abbotsford (-57.1%) all saw substantial
double-digit declines.

The Heat Is On:

Report

Energy Use and Household Heating in B.C.




Did you know...
In 2008, housing in Vancouver (4th) and Victoria (7th)
were rated amongst the least affordable in the English-speaking world.

Data Source: Frontline Center for Public Policy

Nationally, the value of permits issued was (+1.3%) were registered, this was over-
off for a third straight month (-3.9%) as both whelmed by mounting operating expenses
residential (-3.2%) and non-residential (+10.6%), particularly wages, salaries & bene-
(-4.9%) sector plans were down. fits (+17.1%). Nationally, the industry posted
Data Source: Statistics Canada higher profit margins (8.4%) as a result of a
. . sharp drop in operating expenses in Ontario
2008 in Review (—-7.8%). Data Source: SC Catalogue no. 87-009-X
¢ Construction permits issued in BC were val-
ued at $10.6 million in 2008, a drop of 15.8% Minimum Wage

over the previous year. While the decrease was e Over 751,000 Canadians earned a minimum

largely a result of a downturn in residential wage in their home province in 2008. This
permits (-19.9%), the value of non-residential represents 5.2% of the total workforce, up from
construction projects also fell (-7.1%) with de- 5.0% in 2007 and 4.3% in 2006. While women
Clineos in the commercial ("01'2%)' industrial accounted for just under half of the total num-
(-9.9%) and institutional (-22.3%) sectors. ber of employees, they made up roughly 60% of

all those working for minimum wage. Regard-

Regionally, only North Coast recorded a rise less of sex, the incidence of working for mini-
in the value of permits issued (+6.9%) with mum wage dropped sharply with age before
the Skeena-Queen Charlotte district (+38.4%) rising slightly once workers reached the age of
accounting for all of that increase. The re- 55. Not surprisingly those with less than a high
maining seven regions in the province saw the school diploma had the highest incidence of
value of building intentions fall. Most signifi- having a minimum wage position, as did those
cantly, compared to the previous year, that only worked part-time.
Mainland/Southwest (-18.6%) shed nearly
$1.5 billion in future construction projects In BC, nearly 51,000 individuals worked at or
with nearly all of it in the residential sector below the minimum wage ($8.00/hour) in
(—26.9%). Data Source: Statistics Canada & BC Stats 2008, representing just 2.7% of all employees
) ] in the province, the second lowest rate in the
Rail Transportation country and down sharply from the 7.7% that
e British Columbia shipped 8.0 million tonnes were earning no more than the minimum
of gOOdS in container rail cars in 2007, up wage in 2002. Data Source: SC Catalogue no. 75-001-X

5.4% from the previous year. Most (91%) was
destined for other provinces with the remain- The World
der going south to the US and Mexico. Within
Canada, more than three-quarters (77%) of the
goods loaded onto rail cars in BC were des-

e South of the border, the tide of unemploy-
ment continues to rise as nearly 598,000 posi-
tions were slashed in January with nearly all

tined for either Ontario (47%) or Quebec sectors of the US economy reporting job
(30%). Since 2001, rail transportation in BC losses. Since December 2007, 3.6 million jobs
has more than doubled (+113%) and since have been eliminated, roughly half of those
2005, more goods shipped by rail in Canada being shed in the past three months alone.
originated in BC than any other province. The jobless rate in the US now sits at 7.6%, the

Data Source: Statistics Canada

highest it has been since 1992.
. L. . . Data Source: US Bureau of Labor Statistics
Film, television & video post-production

¢ Profit margins in British Columbia’s film,
television & video post-production industry
slipped into negative territory (-2.2%) in
2007. While slight gains in operating revenues
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For data originating from Statistics Canada, data sourced to ‘Statistics Canada’ has been retrieved from CANSIM, the
agency’s electronic database; otherwise the source is identified as ‘SC’ plus the catalogue number.
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The Heat Is On: Energy Use and Household Heating in B.C.

With higher energy costs, enhanced interest
in environmental impact and the ratification
of policies and protocols like Kyoto, many
British Columbians have a renewed aware-
ness in the environmental impact of energy
consumption in their households.

Between 1990 and 2005, energy use in Can-
ada increased by nearly 22% and, as a re-
sult, Canada’s total greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions increased by approximately the
same amount. At the end of 2006, the na-
tion’s GHG target emissions stood around
29% above the Kyoto goal.

In sharp contrast to Canada’s overall dis-
couraging performance in energy efficiency
and curbing of GHG emissions, in the na-
tion’s residential sector, GHG emissions
dropped by nearly nine percent (-8.5%), de-
spite a 28% surge in the number of house-
holds over the same period. This translates
to an average decline of 15% in energy use
per home between 1990 and 2005.

Regionally, GHG emissions from energy con-
sumed in homes varied widely, but fell in all
provinces on a per household basis. The
number of households in British Columbia
has soared in recent years, climbing 37% be-
tween 1990 and 2005 to reach nearly 1,700,000.
Despite the growth in number of residences,
the total amount of energy consumed by
households in the province increased at a
much slower rate (+19%) over the same fif-
teen years. As a result, the energy intensity? of
BC households improved by ten percent over

! Natural Resources Canada (NRC) defines energy
intensity as representing the amount of energy use
per unit of activity. It reflects the relative change in the
average amount of energy used in a household,
whereby a negative intensity value indicates higher
energy efficiency (i.e., less energy was used to do the
same things). A negative score is an improved score.

the period, a somewhat more significant ad-
vance than for the nation as a whole (-8.5%).

The impact of the long-term trend of im-
proved energy standards for homes and the
adoption of higher efficiency furnaces and
other improved appliances has served to re-
duce emissions.2 Households use energy for
various activities: space heating comprises
most residential energy use, followed by wa-
ter heating, appliances and lighting. With the
cold season in our midst, on average, 50% of
British Columbians” monthly energy bill is
dedicated to home heating.? Heating our liv-
ing spaces is a highly visible use of energy to
which most Canadians are accustomed and as
with all activities involving energy use, the
heating and cooling of our homes have con-
sequences for our environment.

Share of residential energy use, 2005

Lighting
5.0%

Appliances
14.0%

Space heating

Water heating
60.0%

18.0%

Data Source: Natural Resources Canada

2 Energy Use and Greenhouse Gas Emission
Performance: 1990 to 2005. Canadian Home
Builders’ Association, September 17, 2008.

% Recycling Council of BC

BC Stats, Box 9410 Stn Prov Gowt, Victoria, BC V8W 9V1
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Thermostats regulate home heating

British Columbia is a province of diverse cli-
mate extremes with varying heating require-
ments. Nonetheless, heating the home ac-
counts for a large portion of total expenses for
British Columbians in all regions of the prov-
ince. In 2006, BC households spent an average
of $1,650 on electricity, natural gas, and other
fuel for heating and cooking in the primary
residence. This was significantly higher
(+7.8%) than just two years prior in 2004,
when fuel costs took an average bite of $1,531
out of the annual household budget.

With the increasing cost of energy, house-
holders are naturally conscious of the energy
they consume and, as a result—coupled with
an increased environmental awareness—
many are making an effort to conserve en-
ergy. Many energy-conscious households
install devices such as energy-saving light
bulbs and appliances to help curb energy
usage and cost. In the winter months, houses
with thermostats tend to conserve the most
energy when it comes to heating, and of
those, programmable thermostats, which
automatically adjust the temperature setting
according to the time of day, make it easiest
to maintain and regulate the amount of en-
ergy used to heat a home.

Programmable thermostats have become
increasingly popular among British Co-
lumbians and Canadians alike. Since the
development of the R-2000 Initiative5 in
the early 1980s, building practices have
been evolving in terms of building mate-

* Statistics Canada. Survey of Household Spending,
2006.

® R-2000 is an initiative developed by Natural
Resources Canada, in partnership with Canada’s
residential construction industry, with the aim of
promoting the use of cost-effective, energy-efficient
building practices and technologies with rigorous
energy consumption targets. For more information on
R-2000 and other such initiatives, see the Natural
Resources Canada website: www.oee.nrcan.gc.ca

rials, and different standards for housing
components that are more energy effi-
cient.6 This has had a notable impact on
both new and existing homes and addi-
tions of technologies such as programma-
ble thermostats have allowed the residen-
tial sector to become a leader in the reduc-
tion of GHG emissions.

In 1994, 15% of thermostats in BC house-
holds were programmable; by 2006, this
percentage had grown to 36%. With
higher numbers seen in every province,
the Canadian average also grew signifi-
cantly over the same period, with in-
creases ranging from 10 percentage points
in Nova Scotia (from 9% in 1994 to 19% in
2006) to 26 percentage points in Alberta,
Saskatchewan and Ontario (reaching 41%,
36% and 50%, respectively, in 2006).
Overall, 40% of Canadian households had
a programmable thermostat in 2006, an
increase of 24 percentage points over the

Households equipped with programmable thermostats
by province, 2006 (%)

0 % of those with thermostats

50.0 —

45.0 40% = 2006
Canadian average

40.0

35.0

30.0

25.0

20.0

15.0

10.0

5.0

0.0 T T T T T T T T T
NL PElI NS NB PQ ON MB SK AB BC

Data Source: Statistics Canada

® The Energy and Greenhouse Gas Performance of
Canada’s Residential Sector, 1990 to 2005. Canadian
Home Builders’ Association. July 22, 2008.
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1994 figure. Households in Ontario were
the most likely to have one of these de-
vices in 2006 (50% of all houses with a
thermostat had a programmable one),
while with ownership under 25% in all
four provinces, Atlantic Canada was the
least likely.

Among BC’s Census Metropolitan Areas
(CMAs), these mechanisms were signifi-
cantly more common in residences in Van-
couver (37%) and Abbotsford (36%) than in
the province’s capital city (28%) in 2006.

Making use of the technologies

Of course, to realize its full energy-saving
potential a programmable thermostat must
be put to use. However, in 2006, of the BC
households that had one such device, 18%
did not program it. This was the case most
frequently in Victoria, where nearly a quar-
ter (22%) of households did not program
their programmable thermostat.

Lowering one’s household temperature at
some point during the day can have a sig-
nificant effect on energy use in the home.
Lowering a thermostat by just one degree
can cut as much as 10% off a residential
heating bill.” By easing system use when
dwellings are unoccupied or when the oc-
cupants are asleep, energy consumption is
reduced. Not surprisingly, the most com-
mon time for most households to lower the
temperature is at night, regardless of
whether or not they have a programmable
thermostat.

However, this process is facilitated for those
whose thermostats are programmable and
this is reflected in the likelihood of house-
holds to lower the temperature in their

" Natural Resources Canada in conjunction with BC
Hydro:
www.oee.nrcan.gc.ca/residential/personal/new-home-
improvement/home-energy-saving-tips.cfm

homes while they sleep. For example, of
households that programmed their pro-
grammable thermostats in 2006, 73% low-
ered the temperature while they slept, but
only 49% of householders manually low-
ered the temperature at night (including
those who owned a nonprogrammable
thermostat or who did not program their
programmable  device). Programmable
thermostats facilitate energy conservation
and money saving by optimizing the opera-
tion of heating systems. This is reflected in
the higher likelihood of households
equipped with and using these mechanisms
to lower temperatures compared to those
who have to remember to do so manually.

Households with programmed thermostats are more
likely to lower temperature at night, 2006

% of households that lowered temperature
100.0

Olthermostat lowered Emanually lowered
90.0
80.0
70.0
60.0
50.0
40.0
30.0

20.0

10.0

0.0
NL PEI NS NB PQ ON MB SK AB BC

Data Source: Statistics Canada

Individual choice is also a notable factor in
determining whether or not to lower tem-
peratures in one’s household and, not sur-
prisingly, certain people are more likely
than others to do so. Seniors are among
those most prone to lowering temperatures
in Canada, despite that fact that senior-only
homes are the least likely to have a pro-

BC Stats, Box 9410 Stn Prov Gowt, Victoria, BC V8W 9V1
Tel: (250) 387-0327 Fax: (250) 387-0329 Web: www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca E-mail: bestats.infoline@gov.bc.ca
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grammable thermostat. The likelihood of
thermostats being lowered at night is also
higher among households where one or
more residents have a post-secondary edu-
cation. High-income households were far
more likely to turn down the heat than were
renters, partly the result of there being more
programmable thermostats in higher in-
come dwellings than in lower income
homes.8 Tenants are also less likely to turn
down the heat, perhaps because it is often
the case that renters do not directly pay for
heating costs in their homes.

Types of fuel used for heating

Another important factor associated with the
quantity of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions
produced by households is the type of en-
ergy used to heat them. In other words, the
quantity of emissions is not only dependent
upon the number of homes heated, or the
temperature at which they are kept, but also
upon the type of energy used.

Some energy sources used for home heating
are more GHG friendly than others. For ex-
ample, natural gas and electricity (specifi-
cally electricity produced with low emission
technologies such as hydroelectricity) pro-
duce fewer emissions than oil.” This offers
potential for balancing or even offsetting
some negative environmental effects, if an
increase in the number of households is ac-
companied by simultaneous changes in fa-
vour of lower-carbon energy sources.

Given the considerable growth in the num-
ber of homes in BC between 1990 and 2005,
it is somewhat surprising that residential
emissions have not risen accordingly. With-

8 For more detail and data on household thermostat
use in Canada, see: Controlling the Temperature in
Canadian Homes, Statistics Canada, September,
2008.

® Statistics Canada. Canadian Social Trends. Spring,
2006.

out changes in the sources of energy used to
heat the houses, the outcome could very
well have been much different. Indeed, if
households in 2005 were still using the
same type of energy sources used in 1990
and in the same proportions, the quantity of
GHG emissions produced by the residential
sector would no doubt have been far
greater.10

Geography plays a role in choice of fuel
source

Among the nation’s regions, the mix of en-
ergy sources, distribution networks and lo-
cal prices play a large role in determining
how residents heat their homes.

In BC, hydroelectricity is abundant and, as
such, it is an important source of energy for
heating households in the province. Since
natural gas pipelines are even more preva-
lent in parts of BC, most British Columbian
homes (59% in 2006) rely on piped gas
(natural gas) for heat. Still, nearly a third
(32%) of residences in the province use elec-
tricity as their primary fuel source for heat,
a much higher ratio than for many other
provinces. A further eight percent use oil or
wood as a main energy source for heat.

By comparison, and not surprisingly, homes
in Alberta are almost all (91% in 2006)
heated with piped gas (natural gas), while
only four percent rely on electricity.

In Quebec, where electricity rates are
among the lowest in Canada, more than
three quarters (76%) of households use elec-
tricity to heat their homes, a usage rate
much higher than the national average
(56%). Meanwhile, Ontarians utilize natural
gas as their principal energy source for
heating (71%).

1% Environment Canada. Data available at www.ec.gc.ca

BC Stats, Box 9410 Stn Prov Gowt, Victoria, BC V8W 9V1
Tel: (250) 387-0327 Fax: (250) 387-0329 Web: www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca E-mail: bestats.infoline@gov.bc.ca
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The picture is equally as diverse in the At-
lantic provinces. Over half of all households
in New Brunswick and Newfoundland and
Labrador rely on electricity as their leading
source, while in neighbouring Nova Scotia
and PEI, oil heats most homes. Virtually no
homes are heated with piped gas in Atlantic
Canada, where natural gas has only been on
the market since 2004.1 Unlike the rest of
the country, wood remains a popular heat-
ing alternative in the Maritimes. In New-
foundland and Labrador, as many as nearly
one in five households use wood as a pri-
mary heating source.

Not surprisingly, there are also some
marked differences among cities within
provinces and BC is no exception. The prov-
ince’s two largest metropolitan cities differ
significantly in fuel choice: in 2006, Victori-
ans tend to turn to electricity (67%) to heat
their homes, while Vancouverites rely most
heavily on natural gas (72%).

Principal home heating fuel in BC, 1997 and 2006

% of households reporting

11997 W2006

50.0

40.0

10.0

0.0

Natural gas  Electricity Oil Wood

Data Source: Statistics Canada, Survey of Household Spending

! Natural gas pipelines are new to the Atlantic
provinces, and the distribution network is,
consequently, not yet very extensive.

Patterns in fuel source have changed slightly
over the past ten years in the province, but
continue to reflect accessibilty of the prov-
ince’s resources. Oil continues to lose popu-
larity as a principle fuel source, while natural
gas is becoming more commonplace.

Social Components

Geography is not the only determining fac-
tor that comes into play in terms of fuel us-
age for home heating; there are also social
dimensions. For instance, in general, apart-
ment buildings are more likely to be heated
with electricity, compared to houses (single-
detached, semi-detached, row houses and
other types of single-attached houses).
Much of this is attributable to the fact that
most apartment dwellers are renters. Elec-
tric heat is easier to meter individually, re-
quires less maintenance and, as a result, has
advantages for landlords. Oil is used by a
minority of both house and apartment
dwelling types!2 Since the majority of
apartment residents are renters!3 tenants are
far more likely than homeowners to use
electricity. On the other hand, most houses
are owner-occupied and owners more often
heat their own homes with natural gas than
electricity.

Household income is also an important so-
cial factor to consider. Compared to those in
the highest income quintile, significantly
more households in the lowest income
quintile rent their homes. It follows that
sources of home heating vary significantly
across income groups.

Social characteristics such as dwelling types
can also be unique to certain regions and, as
such, can potentially be linked to heating
patterns. For example, Quebec has the high-

12 statistics Canada. Catalogue # 11-008. Available at
www.statcan.gc.ca

13 Statistics Canada. 2006 Census.

BC Stats, Box 9410 Stn Prov Gowt, Victoria, BC V8W 9V1
Tel: (250) 387-0327 Fax: (250) 387-0329 Web: www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca E-mail: bestats.infoline@gov.bc.ca
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est proportion of apartment dwellings in
the country (46% in 2006, compared to 32%
nation-wide) and the fact that electric heat-
ing is most commonly used in such build-
ings is another factor contributing to that
province’s higher usage rate of electricity
for heating households.4

Looking Ahead

Despite a boom in the number of house-
holds in BC over the past fifteen reporting
years, improved efficiencies have allowed
for greenhouse gas emissions to remain at
bay in the residential sector over the last
decade. Since the nation’s residential sector
accounts for such a small share of Canada’s
GHG emissions (about eight percent in
2005), and although there remains ample
room for improvement, it would seem that
home heating and energy use may not be
the first avenue to look to for major provin-
cial or national reductions in GHG emis-
sions. The transportation (33% of emissions
from 1990 to 2005) and commercial/ institu-
tional (33%) sectors are by far the largest
contributors to GHG emissions in the coun-
try.1> That being said, the impact of the resi-
dential sector could have been much greater
if the methods used to heat homes had not
changed. The quantity of greenhouse gas
emissions attributed to the residential sector
in 2005 reflects the increase in the number
of households, improvements in energy ef-
ficiency and heating technologies, and the
changes in the types of energy used.

Canadians have long taken advantage of
geography to generate electricity from wa-
ter. Indeed, hydroelectricity is our leading
renewable energy source. It follows that fur-
ther adaptation to changing needs and

14 statistics Canada. Survey of Household Spending,
2006.

!5 Natural Resources Canada in conjunction with the
Canadian Home Builders’ Association, 2008.

growing demand for energy are imperative
in the effort to reduce the country’s carbon
footprint. Canadian residents, businesses,
industries and governments alike are in-
vesting in new sources of renewable energy.
Currently, Canada’s fastest-growing renew-
able energy sources are tidal energy and
wind. Such sources are abundant and gen-
erally perceived as clean as well as being
relatively economical to produce where
climate and geographical conditions al-
low.16

Private households in British Columbia and
across the country appear to be well situ-
ated to face the energy-related environ-
mental challenges that are present now and
those that will inevitably present them-
selves in the future.

18 statistics Canada, Energy Overview, 2007

BC Stats, Box 9410 Stn Prov Gowt, Victoria, BC V8W 9V1
Tel: (250) 387-0327 Fax: (250) 387-0329 Web: www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca E-mail: bestats.infoline@gov.bc.ca
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Table 1

Dwelling temperature changes in households with a programmable thermostat, by province and selected CMAs, 2006

Canada
Newfoundland & Labrador
Prince Edward Island
Nova Scotia

New Brunswick
Quebec

Ontario

Manitoba
Saskatchewan
Alberta

British Columbia
Abbotsford
Vancouver

Victoria

Notes:

Households with
programmable
thermostat®
40

21

23

19

21

33

50

38

36

41

36

36

37

28

1 As apercentage of all households

2. As apercentage of all households with a thermostat

Households that
programmed their
thermostat?

83

79

83

80

73

81

85

78

85

85

82

82

82

78

Thermostat automatically lowered temperature®

Lowered
temperature

68
70
74
74
68
69
63
64
78
75
73
66
72
73

Lowered
temperature by
3 or more
degrees

35
50
44
43
45
38
27
29
42
42
45
33
46
48

Lowered
temperature by
1 or 2 degrees

33
20
30
31
24
30
36
35
36
34
27
32
26
25

3. During the heating season; as a percentage of those households that reported having a programmable thermostat in 2006 and programmed it

Data Source: Statistics Canada, Household and the Environment Survey, 2006

Did not lower
temperature

32
30
26
26
32
31
37
36
22
25
27
34
28
27

BC Stats, Box 9410 Stn Prov Gowt, Victoria, BC V8W 9V1
Tel: (250) 387-0327 Fax: (250) 387-0329 Web: www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca E-mail: bestats.infoline@gov.bc.ca




’M{OM RW’% the heat is on. . . page 8

Table 2
Dwelling temperature changes in households with an unprogrammed or non-programmable thermostat,
by province and selected CMAs, 2006

Someone manually lowered the temperature

Households with

unprogrammed or Lowered Lowered

non-programmable Lowered temperature by 3 temperature by Did not lower

thermostat® temperature or more degrees 1 or 2 degrees temperature

Canada 67 46 24 22 54
Newfoundland & Labrador 83 59 44 15 41
Prince Edward Island 81 56 35 20 44
Nova Scotia 84 54 33 21 46
New Brunswick 84 43 26 17 57
Quebec 73 48 22 25 52
Ontario 57 41 19 21 59
Manitoba 70 41 19 22 59
Saskatchewan 70 54 30 24 46
Aberta 64 47 25 22 53
British Columbia 70 49 32 17 51
Abbotsford 70 56 40 16 44
Vancouver 70 44 29 15 56
Victoria 78 51 34 17 49

Notes:
1 As a percentage of all households

Data Source: Statistics Canada, Household and the Environment Survey, 2006

Table 3
Percentage of households with programmable thermostats, by province and selected CMAs, 2006

Households with a thermostat (%6)

Programmable Programmed

Any thermostat®  thermostat? thermostat®

Canada 90 40 83
Newfoundland and Labrad 92 21 79
Prince Edward Island 97 23 83
Nova Scotia 96 19 80
New Brunswick 94 21 73
Quebec 90 33 81
Ontario 86 50 85
Manitoba 94 38 78
Saskatchewan 95 36 85
Alberta 96 41 85
British Columbia 89 36 82
Abbotsford 92 36 82
Vancouver 87 37 82
Victoria 91 28 78

Notes:

1 As apercentage of all households

2. As apercentage of all households with a thermostat

3. As apercentage of all households with a programmable thermostat

Data Source: Statistics Canada, Household and the Environment Survey, 2006

BC Stats, Box 9410 Stn Prov Gowt, Victoria, BC V8W 9V1
Tel: (250) 387-0327 Fax: (250) 387-0329 Web: www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca E-mail: bestats.infoline@gov.bc.ca
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2008 Municipal Population

New and historical estimates include revi-
sions based on final net census undercov-
erage information from Statistics Canada.

www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/pop/pop/estspop.asp#totpop

2008 Building Permits

Preliminary December figures allow us to
publish preliminary annual totals.

www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/bus_stat/econ_stat.asp#otherstat

Provincial Electoral District Profiles

Our series of profiles for each of the 85
electoral districts that will be contested in
the provincial general election scheduled for
May 12, 2009. Based on the 2006 Census;
27 pages each.

www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/cen06/profiles/peds/ped_06.asp

RSS feed for Infoline

Infoline now has its own RSS feed!

www.bcstats.gov.bc.calrss/rss.asp

The Import Content of Exports: A
British Columbia Perspective

A new study examining the import content
of British Columbia's exports has been re-
leased. The removal of the import content
allows for better comparison with GDP and
provides insights into the value-added con-
tent of exports and the extent that firms are
outsourcing production in an attempt to
lower costs.

www.bcstats.gov.bc.ca/data/bus_stat/trade.asp#ICE

POPULATION (thousands) | % change on
Oct 1/08 | one year ago
BC 4,405.5 1.6
Canada 33,441.3 1.2
GDP and INCOME (Revised Nov 6) % change on
(BC - at market prices) 2007 | one year ago
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) ($ millions) 192,528 5.4
GDP ($ 2002 millions) 164,583 3.0
GDP ($ 2002 per Capita) (reflects revised pop) 38,184 1.4
Personal Disposable Income ($ 2002 per Capita) 25,282 3.1
% ch

TRADE ($ millions, seasonally adjusted) A’prce\f nrgirgﬂ
Manufacturing Shipments - Nov 3,278 -3.6
Merchandise Exports - Nov 2,915 -4.3
Retail Sales - Nov 4,543 -3.1
CONSUMER PRICE INDEX % change on|12-month avg
(all items - Dec 2008) one year ago % change
BC 1.2 2.1
Vancouver 1.3 2.4
Victoria 1.2 1.8
Canada 1.2 2.3
LABOUR FORCE (thousands) | % change on
(seasonally adjusted) Jan'09 | prev. month
Labour Force - BC 2,415 -0.7
Employed -BC 2,268 -1.5
Unemployed - BC 148 13.7
Dec '08
Unemployment Rate - BC (percent) 6.1 5.3
Unemployment Rate - Canada (percent) 7.2 6.6
INTEREST RATES (percent) | Feb 4/09 Feb 6/08
Prime Business Rate 3.00 5.75
Conventional Mortgages - 1 year 5.00 7.35
- 5year 5.79 7.39
US-CANADA EXCHANGE RATE | Feb 4/09 Feb 6/08
(avg. noon spot rate) Cdn $perUS $ 1.2266 1.0026
(closing rate) US $ perCdn $ 0.8117 0.9939
AVERAGE WEEKLY WAGE RATE | % change on
(industrial aggregate - dollars) Jan '09 | one year ago
BC 799.72 3.6
Canada 804.02 4.4

SOURCES:

Statistics
Canada

Population, Gross Domestic Product, Trade,
Prices, Labour Force, Wage Rate

Interest Rates, Exchange Rates: Bank of Canada Weekly Financial Statistics

For latest Weekly Financial Statistics see www.bankofcanada.ca

Released this week by BC Stats

¢ Labour Force Statistics, January 2009

e Earnings & Employment Trends, January 2009
Next week

e Tourism Sector Monitor, January 2009

e Exports, December 2008
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